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The Prime Minister's 
Tourism Conference 


The Dan Hotels welcome delegates 
to the Prime Minister’s Tourism Conference, 


AND THAT’S WHY OVER 600,000 PEOPLE 
JOINED OUR PROVIDENT FUNDS. 


“Otzma"’ our senior and largest fund. “Sion” — highly profitable. 
“Taoz” for employed persons. ‘““Kupa Merkazit Le-pitzuim” for employers. 
“Rimon” for both self-employed and employed persons. 


“Tzur” for farmers. ‘‘Keshet” for people employed in factories of 


the “Manufacturers Association of Israel”, “Sagi” a Profitable fund for employees. 


' ἘΠ Al - Israel's national airline - 18 
proud to welcome the participants ins 
the, Pr ime Minister's Conference: on 

Ti ΟΕ 151}. 


our ΤῊ ‘is something we're. 
particularly good at - El Al handles, 
more Israél- bound tour 
“other airlines, And as 
“prepares to increase tourism from one 
million to two million, El Al is the first 
to the challenge. 
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That's exactly why we are involved 1 
in sO Many aspecis of. Israel's 
growing tourist industry. 


We encourage il with capital, with 
professional services and with the 
expertise needed to develop new 
ideas and new ventures. 


The Moriah Hotels across the country, 

the Coral World Underwater Observatory 
in Eilat and our nationwide Tourist Banking 
Centers are some of the ways we 

are closely connected to this 
dynamic industry. 


As our clients have grown, so 
have we. Bank Hapoalim is a 
leading international bank, 
ranking among the largest in 
the world. With a network of 
branches, offices and subsidi- 
aries in major international _ ae ᾿ ARNE), Rare ᾿ 
financial centers. Bs RAS ἘΠ: ees aafthen th han hn an παρ τ 
τῷ Ἂ δ seed τ z mn ‘ 
Where there's potential eam i 
there's Bank Hapoalim. BaF 


Head Office: 50 Rothschiid Blvd, Tel Aviv, Israel ; 


Cover photo: Restoration in Rosh 
Pina, by Isracl Talby (story, page 
10), 


Tene 


Mediterranean at Herztia on-Sea fa 


the museums, shops and fun 
ol Tel Ανιν 
the Caribbean mood [Ὡ] 
of Eilat on the Red Sea 
and [ea 


all of this in one easy - to ~ book package, 


the ancient beauty 
of Tibertag on the Sea of Gahtoe 


tha picturesque charm 
of the artists colony at Safed 


‘Your focal travel agent will be glad to quote you rates and give you more specific 
information on any of these hotels. Or write directly to the IRH Reservations 
Canter, c/o The Sharon, Herzlis-on-sea, Israel, All IRH hotels are represented 
worldwide by SAS-STEIGENBERGER RESERVATION SERVICE. 


For reservations: In USA please call toil free, 800 - 223- 5652 
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What goes on 


Page Page 


Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir Is preoc- 
cupled, Haim Shapiro finds. 5 

—— ΕΒ ΕΒΗΜΕΙΕΝ ΨΨΗΜΕΘΌΣΕΝΒΕΉΣ ΣΡ ΠΝΟΕΝΟΡΗΣ ΟΣ 

Tourism conference director Haim Schiff has 
big ideas, Micha! Yudelman discovers. The 
Dan Hotels’ Siman Couper wants action, he 


Restoration and reluctance In Rosh Pina. by 
Marsha Pomerantz. τ0 


Old and new at the Galel Kinneret, by Helga 
Dudman, bs if 


tells Htalm Shapiro, 7 Travelling surely, with Zim, by Ya’acoy 
_— ὁὁὃθΘὃΘῸΘ ΘῸΘΦ02ἑ2ἕΛἃῳΧᾷῸΙΊῸὋῸ  ΦΘἝἝἝΘΘἝὀ . 
Orthodoxy ἐπ where it's at, Judy Siegel writes, isan ay . 


Students have a way to them, Charles 

Hoffman says. ᾿ 8 
—— τῆξις εις αὐτο ις ὐ κεν ἐμήν ῥέος κι νετεν βρομΣ 
Christian tourism is big business, Greer Fay 

Cashman tearns, 9 


A fair deal for Haifa is suggested hy Mary 
1 


Hirschfeld. 6 


Incentive sense, by Galina Vromen. {7 


we cover Israel in one 


beautijul package 
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Tiberias 
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THE SINAI 
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THE NEPTUNE 
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TRAVEX LTD, 
Jerusalem, P.O, Bax 2468 


ee 


‘The house of travel 
Established in 1945 


4 dOINERS WORLD TRAVEL LTD. 
Tel. 03-660296/7 


The classical weakly coach tour of Israel 


TRAVEX 


Exclusive Sliver Circle year round Monday departures © Choico of English/ 
German/French ® Tour Excort/Guiding ® First Class hotels ® Buffet breakfast 
and dinner Φ δ nights.Jerusalem, 1 night kibbutz, 1 night Haifa: 


Optional transfer alrport/Jerusalem. Dinner and overnight in 


The city of Jerusalem — all the historical sites. 
Jericho ~ Qumran — Dead Sea — Massada cablo car. " 
Jordan Valley -- Nezereth — Magiddo — Tiberias — Sea of 
Gelllee — Capernaum — Tabgha. 

Golan Heights — Safed — Acre — Haifa ἢ 

Halfa τ Druze village - Caesarea — Natanya — Jerusalem. 

Mt. Scopus — Mt. of Olives — Mt. Zion — Bethlehem — Hebron. ἢ 
Breaktest. Optional transfer to Airport or other cities/resorts. 


Group bargain tariff even for ona persan 

Net-rate $410.- Singls room $536. 

Special Tour Operator's contract rates, 

Speclal coaches for groups af 15 persons minimum 


Telex: 25288 Phone: 02223211 . 


Cash and carry, by Walter Zanger. 


Song of Galilee, by Haim Shapiro. 


elelsl® 


Autunm break, by Richard Steiner. 


—_———————— 
K-Holdings* many strands, by Galina Vromen. 
Conventional tours, by Yitzhak Oked. Ἂ 


—— ee 
Going by the guide books, by Walter Zanger, 
Egged gets around, by Yitzhak Oked. Δ 


Prime Minister's Tourism Conference sup- 


plement edited by Joanna Yehiel. Layout by 
Bernard Berniker. 


ξ ΠΕΡ ΠΟΙ, TRAVEL SERVICES (1977)LTD, 


1 Ben Yehuda St., “Migdalor” Bidg, 
P.O.B. 4344, Tel Aviv, 61042 Israel 


ISRAEL 
Telex: 33510 GMINT IL 


* Private Car Programmes 
* Pilgrimages 


* Tallor-made Group Tours 


* Professional Seminars 


BEST PERSONAL SERVICE 


UNFORTUNATELY, despite its attractions, Israel 
cunnot be considered a country of tourism like Spain 
or Greece, Tourism Minister Avraham Sharir admit- 
ted in an interview with The Jerusalem Past, 

The first Prime Minister's Conference an Tourism 
will siress the economic and political importance of 
tourism for everyone in the country, including the 
prime minister. In cash terms, Sharir notes, a worker 
in the field of tourism brings in more than a worker in 
any other branch of the economy. Despite this, the 
situation is far from rosy. 

For example, he said, the country’s hotels had un 
overall average occupancy rate of only 52 per cent 
last year. This represents a loss in foreign income of 
some $900 million. It should be easy, Sharir says, to 
increuse the occupancy rate and thus improve 
Isruet's balance of payments, which he considers lo 
be Israel's most pressing problem. 

On another level, he points out, every tourist who 
visiis the country is ἃ potential! ambassador of 
goodwill. 

“We have at hand a captive audience," he says, 
but ndds that making a favourable impression de- 
pends on every single citizen. It isn't enough for most 
people to be hospitable, if others are discourtcous. 

“One unpleasant incident on the way [0 the airport 
is enough lo ruin the generally good impression the 
visitor may have of Israel." he siys. ‘ | want to show 
the tourists a beautiful Israel and beautiful Israelis.” 


Itis this message — instead of military news — that 
the country must promote. In any case, Sharir says he 
feels the beautiful Israel is a more uccurate picture. 

He is concerned specifically ubout the fact that so 
few Jews from abroad see fit to visit Ihe country. 
Only 20 per cent of American Jews, for example, 
hive come as tourists, and the Iitlest stitistivs show 
that more Germans visit Isruel than Jews, 

Another area that hus been relatively neglected so 
far is that of “popular” tourism. In the next few 
years, Sharir says, more efforts will be spent to en- 
courdge the building of two-and three-star hotels, 
rather than the four-and five-star edifices that have 
dominated most of the country’s tourist centres until 
now, Israel, he siuys, should be available to a wide 
spectrum of tourists from the luxury iraveller down 
to the back-pucking student. 


One ureu in which special efforts are (o be made in - 


the near future is the Deud Sea, an area Sharir con- 
siders to be ‘a gold mine.” 

“We found a 2,000-yeur-old cosmetics factory, 
there," he says, “tind it is still a place to go for beauty 
treatments." 

For the [srucli, Sharir is still keen on putting 
through « bill which would make it possible for un 
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Pil be 
back 


The tourism industry's biggest 
problem is to make every tourist 
who visits Israel want to come 
back, stresses Tourism Minister 
Avraham Sharir. This is a job 
for every one of us, he tells The 
Jerusalem Post's Haim Shapiro. 


Eocene 
{Fliahu Harati) 
employer to pay un employee's vacation in the coun- 
(ry without deducting part of the payment from him 
us income tax. This could be u massive incentive for 
Israelis to spend their holidays at home, rather than 
τὸ go abroad. Here Sharir says he has run into the op- 
position of the finance minister, but is still pressing 
his case, 

“A holiday is something important," he says, “not 
just a luxury,” Experts from around the world have 
shown that a holiday improves worker produc- 
tivity, but in Israel, most workers still do not take a 
real vacation. 

Sharir — who came to office in the midst of a local 
and worldwide tourism crisis — is happy that this 
year has seen a decline of only three per cent in the 
number of incoming tourists. In comparison with 
other countries which lost far greater numbers of 
tourists, Israel did well. 

On the other hand, he nates, each of these three 
percentage points has-been calculated as a loss of 
$10m. to the economy: in empty hotel rooms, unused 
buses, unemployed guides, uneaten meals and unsold 
merchandise. 


‘THE TOURISM CRISIS was Sargely a result of 
problems in the world economy, but local factors 
also exacerbated the situation. The arilines and chart- 
er companies have been. engaged in charter price 
wars, especially in dealing with the UK, that have 


made some operators shy away from doing business . 


with Israel. ᾿ . 


It doesn’t help-tourism, Sharir says, for a client 10 


buy a package deal und then to read an advertise- 


_ment in the paper the following week which offers” 


_ the same tour for £100 less. ἫΝ : 
Sharir supports the idea of charters, but says that 


_ The charters must be run by established and not fly- 
fy airlines make.a contribution to tourism, ‘he says. 1 


the present anarchy in-the fictd must be eliminated. ᾿ 


by-night companies, Both charters and the scheduled. 


Another area of potential trauble in tourism is with 
tuxi drivers and guides who have been known to luke 
the tourist for a ride in more ways thin one, During 
the period in which the country was changing from 
pounds to shekels, there were vontinued complaints 
about taxi drivers. 

Nor does it help when guides take their groups to 
shops where the visitors feel forced to purchase 
things they don’t want, and afterwards regret buying 
them. In other instances, drivers und guides have 
been known to act practically as beggars in soliciting 
tips. All of this, according to Sharir, is undignified 
and leaves # negative impression. The end result will 
be fewer visiturs and less business for everyone, both 
the wrongdoers and those who act honestly. 

Sharir points to recent “surprise attacks" which 
the ministry has made on such tourist exploiters und 
he feels that there has been improvement. [1 some 
cases, ministry inspectors have gone along with 
groups of tourists, while posing as visitors, and have 
then brought in the culprits, 

The world tourism crisis will continue this year, 
Shurir says, but he hopes that the Prime Minister's 
Yourism Conference will help offset the shimp. He 
also points tothe fact that he has issued quotas lo de 
directors of the govermment tourist offices abroad, I 
the quotas are not filled, the directors wilt be brought 
home, 

iP it depended on people in the tourist industry, he 
says, Che figures could start climbing back up this 
year, But midny aspects of dourism are linked with 
factors quite beyund our control: the politica! situa- 
tion, the economic picture — even the dictales of 
what vountry is in “fashion” are all out of the hands 
of the tourism official, alimough they affect the num- 
ber of people who come, One incident or statement 
cun shatter all one's efforts, 

There are many who make money from Couristan ine 
cluding airlines, bus companies, hotels, restiurantys 
and shaps. even one of these is no good, everyone 
gets blamed. On the other bin, Shirit meles, (hey 
have all cooperated in the Tourism Council whieh he 
estiblished. and they have all contributed τὰν Ππῷ cone 
ference. ft hos been the tourism industry which has, 
in fact, financed the entire conference. 

But a consciousness of the importance af tourism 
is stiff aching in israel, The public does not feel the 
imporkinee af the industry, dnd the loueisa ministry 
— he is not ashamed tu say — is the smallest ministry 
with the least resources at its disposi. 

The biggest problem now, Sharir says, is to make 
every tourist who visits Israel want to come back. 
This is a job for every one of us, lourist worker and 
ordinary citizen alike. And if we succecd, there need 
be no tourism crisis. 


Since MWR, Ge Τα, 
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“Let's all hope that in 

February 1983 there will 

be no vacant rooms 

in Israel to host a Prime 

Minister’s Conference ; 
on Tourism” 


THE [SOO EMPLOYLES OF 
THE DAN HOTELS 


Z, 


‘The Dans of Israel MERE Hotels and Resorts 


oy 


EVEN when he was small, Haim 
Shiff. president of one of Israel's 
largest hotel chains, thought big. 


‘Today, #s an experienced hotelier 


and chairman of the tourism council 
executive, Shiff is brimming with 
ideas of how to suve Israel's uiting 
tourism industry. 

“The leaders of the nation huve 
never really concentrated on basic 
Uhings in our economy, and thit is 
why things look bad," explains 
Shiff. “But the country can be pul- 
ted back an its feet and become αὶ 
model for other countries, like the 
old pioneers’ dream, Then, even 
Switzerland, and other western 
countries, would come and leurn 
from us.” 

Sitting in his spacious office in 
Tel Aviv’s Diplomat Hotel, Shiff ex- 
pounded on his role in the tourist 
council in-between telephone calls 
from his banker und stock broker. 
Although he wus sppoinicd ex- 
ecutive chuirman of the councit 
only lwo months ago, he has already 
initiated ἃ meeting beiwecn the 
prime minister and tourist leaders in 
Isracl, and the international totirism 
convention sponsored by Prime 
Minister Menuchem Begin. 

“My fellow members in the coun-- 
cil argued that we needed two years 
tu prepare for such a convention, 
the biggest tourism convention ever 
to be held in Israel, But [ insisted 
und muaniged to muke idl the are 
rungements in one month.” 

Despite the three τὸ four per cent 
decrease in tourism to Israel during 
1981, Shiff says that with the right 
marketing and infrastructure, the 
Aumber of tourists can eusily reach 
two million (more than double of 
whut it is now) annually, in about 
three years, 

Tourism vould earn the state 
three billion dollars a year net, 
much more than any other sector, if 
only the right resources — including 
the experience and ingenuity of the 
“Jewish mind” — are combined 
with careful planning, he states, 

The Prime Minister's Tourism 
Conference is expected tu be a 
boost to future tourism i fsrnel, 
Shiff said. The prime minister will 
try to convince the 650 delegites 
from 22 forvign countries tu “sell"* 
Isruel tu tourists, The delegates, 
almost all of whom are leading 
figures in tourism, will give their 
opinions on Israel's tourism 


The power behind 
Minister's Tourism 
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hotelier Haim Shiff, has big ideas for 
Israel's tourism industry — and the 
confidence to push them through. 
Michal Yudelman spoke to him on 
the eve of the convention. 


the current Prime 
Conference, 


adh 


Jaffa Port — a potential little Venice, with restaurants, nightclubs, art galleries, 


prohlems und how to solve them, 
“und T hoape those concerned will 
listen and learn," says Shiff. 

Each delegate will receive a kit 
containing, ameng other Uungs, ἃ 
special picture bouk about israel, 
which cost $44,000 to publish — 
another Shilf idea. The delegates 
will iso receive a medal and an 
envelope stumped “Fhe Prime 
Minister's Tourism Conference’ by 
the Cummunications Ministry, 

Shiff also has un idea which 
will solve paying unemployment to 
people vul of jobs, reduce crime in 
[srucl_ and promote tourism: es- 
tablishiment of ataurist putral, with 
guards wearing special uniforms to 
protect twurisis and keep beaches 
and other tourist attractions eleun. 
The difference between the wiges 
paid tu members of the patrol and 
the unemployment insurance pay- 
ments would be filled, if necessary, 
by the tourism council. “When one 
is out ef a job, une will sooner or 
iter reach prison, which is an ever 
bigger burden on the state, ΜΝ αν 

The ᾿ς council hin reached 
anoagreement with the Tourism 
Minister τὸ prevent cut-thnaat cot 
petilios among hotels iad airhaes, 
Vhese conipanies will publish dheir 
prices twa years in adsinee, sparing 
travel agents abroud the emburriass- 
ment and lasses cesulting trom 
publishing one price and having 
their customers pay ancther price. 

The council will aby work with 
local authorities to develop 
beaches, hotels, commercul centres 
and sports facilities. Why should 
People yo ta Spain for a galling 
weekend ἀπ mot to dsragl, asks 
δ}. 

Another potential tourist gold 
mine is Jaffa Port, which Shit says 
can be tucned inte a lille Venice, 
with restaurants, nighteluhs and art 
galleries — without asking the 
government for money. 

“Until now the nthorities always 
thought the Western Wall and 
Rachel's Toinb were enough to ut- 
tract tourists,” Shit continues, “but 
the tuurist wants to leave his ur her 
problems wt home and find enter- 
tainment and tun. 

“Israel his ἃ lot to offer, but until 
new it has resembled a lousy 
merchant with good merchandise, 
which he keeps locked away 
somewhere, All we have to do is 
learn how to sell it,” he concluded. 


Israel must adapt to current realities — which means enlarging its budget for tourist promotions — 
Simon Cooper, general manager of the Dan Hotels, tells Haim Shapiro. 


ISRAEL'S BUDGET for tourist promo- 
tion last year was about 1/20 of that 
Spent by the state of Alaska, says 
Simon Cooper, general manager of 
the Dan Hotels Corporation, in an 
attempt to explain how hard Israel 
has to try to attract more tourists. 
_ “There has been a drastic change 
in the way people buy holidays over 
the last 10 years and we haven't 
adapted," he says, aot so much with 
despair, as with determination to 
change the picture. 

“People don't go to travel agents 
to get advice any more,” he says. 
“They walk in with an advertise- 
ment offering a special deal and say 
"This is where 1 want to go.'” 

Cooper agreed that in at least 50 
per cent of the cases, the client 
doesn’t use the special deal which 
might be at the wrong time or 
Otherwise unsuitable — but it is the 
dea! that turns him on. To get an 
idea of the way holidays are sold, he 
Points out, one merely has to look at 
the travel supplements id any large 
Paper in the U.S. ar Europe. They 
are brimming with advertisements, 
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most of them including prices. 

The development, he adds, was 
probably startéd by the cruise ships 
from the U.S. It then caught on to 
resorts nearby. Now everyone is do- 
ing it. For that matter, the Dans 
have found that when they promote 
a package locally, there is a 
response only if it is accompanied 
by a price, ; 

And, he adds, it does work. The 
proof, he says, is a recent promotion 
by El Al in newspapers in the U.S. 
East Coast, offering six nights in a 
four-star hotel for $699, including 
the flight. There were over 400 
bookings for the first 20 days of 
January. In contrast, he adds, one 
large operator has offered a package 
of similar value in the trade 
press, which goes [0 travel agents 
which, Cooper said, to his 


knowledge, brought in not more ἡ 


than 10 customers, : . 
“We have to hit the consumer in 

his home,” ho said, adding, "Ὁ πίστι 

tunately, that costa a lot of money,” ° 


cover thal sort of thing. ΄..΄. 


‘Current budgets cannot begin lo # 


Help? 


Practising what he preaches, he 
points to his campaign, featuring 
the 50th anniversary of the King 
David Hotel, offering a week's stay 
at 1932 prices to any couple 
celebrating their 50th anniversary at 
the hotel, Two couples actually 
took them up on it, to have bed and 


breakfast at 340 grush (or $0.77) per 
person. But he adds, both brought 
their family to celebrate, bringing in 
an additional nine or 10 guests per 
couple at full rates, 

As far as the King David is con- 
cerned,. Cooper has ἊΝ worries, 
After $0 years, he feels a hotel 
builds up a reputation that, if it 
keeps up [19 standards, will keep the 
clients coming. But in general, he 
feels that the future will move 
lowards more moderately priced 
hotels catering to mass markets, 

He adinits that the Dan's five-star 
hotel due to open in Eilat next year 
will be a problem, until there is an 
airport in Eilat to handle scheduled 
flights from abroad. : 

Other plans for the chain include 
holiday villages’ and hotels overseas. 
Two hotels are alrendy planned for 


Nairobi and Mombasa In Kenya and' 


the Dans are also looking into the 
possibility of a hotel “where Israclia 


‘g0,"- although Cooper would. not. 

τ specify ‘exactly where, paves 
The chain has its eye on:Tiberiag .. gi 
᾿ς 8. holiday, 


as well, but the main thrust of ex 


pansion will evidently come in the 
direction of holiday villages offering 
rates which can appeal to Israelis as 
well as foreign tourists. But Cooper 
adds that he does not believe the 
problem of attracting Israelis is 
necessarily that of offering rock 
bottom rates. He believes Israclis 
have money, but the hotel has to 
give full value for it. 

In the food field, the trend is to 
get away from the main kitchen 
with its dining-room serving heavy 
meals, He ia aiming for more visible 
satellite kitchens, offering food in 
restaurants with themes, in Tel Aviv 
and Haifa, he said, the hotels haye 
virtually done away with the main 
dining room. 

“Tf we dan't entertain the clicnt,. 


he'll just walk oul the door τοί σαὶ... 


elsewhere.” a ᾿ 
All this is in poeuaten for a - 
Ure: when travel agents bécome. 
more and more superfluous. “The, 
time will come," he predicts, “when 


. People will just calla number and "ὦ 


give their credit card number to buy. ἘΣ 


THEIR IDES of fun is a brisk walk 
tothe Western Wi Talmud class 
with a brilliant cabbi or the singitng, 
of ther favourite Zattrat songs 
around the Stitbhae τις. 

[siieli hotels that hase relied on 
discatheques, munelheatres and 
ΒΒ ΜΚ dinners to entertain their 
gtwests have found that these “at 
Tre tans” Tew nol be che bee 
Seat potential tourist reservar - 
Orthados Jews from the Wes, 

Vel only a few years ago, there 
was πὰ plaice where Orthados 
lonrists prepared to spend treely an 
a vacdlion could feel truly comior- 
lable. Seeing that their discotheques 
are apirsely populded due ta the 
shimp in tourism, and sensing that 
religious Jews can be counted upon 
Ge visit Israel whether the economy 
is healthy or not. - and even il the 
sun ist out -- - hetels are falling 
over Memselves τὸ attract this 
apeviil chentele. 

Yhe Jerusalem Plaza flotel, 
located within walking distance of 
the Western Wall, wis the pioneer 
ΠΟΤ eatar hotels aiming te 
please Ue Ort x. τοι αἱγ, it 
was the scemingly incongruous 


team οὐ a British-burn) Protestant 
ΚΑ΄ Κα ἀπ τοι chief rabbi 
tem who wt the course. 
Simon Cooper, Ute first mimager al 
fhe 


aa whist ttaw dteectur 
gener ofthe Dan tlotel chain, had 
never heard af such Hebrew or Vid- 
dish wards as σέων, mashigath, treif or 
ἰδ whea, it his carly 30s, he 
was hired W sun the hotel. 

We learned quickly from 
Jerusalem Chief Rabbi Bezalel 
Zulu who insisted that the hotel not 
onty he strictly kosher, but also that 
the Jewish Sabbath -- sundown Fri- 
whey Lo stindown Saturday — should 
nut be desecrated by having Jewish 
enipfoyess perlurm werk not per- 
mitted on the Sabbath, 

The chiel rabht bargained: for 
every detai) — a special Shabbat 
elevator. ne bundry or shaps epen 
on Saturditys ἀπ] totidays, me ime 
ported (unkusher) sues on the 
menu, me public exchange ot 
money, hu cooking of fouds whenit 
15. Net permissible, Sovn. ather 
Jerusalem hotels saw that the Paz 
Was enjoying alnast full aecupincy 
- with din almost tatally Orthodey 


WHAT LOOKED fike ἢν misnitteh 
between rach hotels and) univenily 
students in the late 19A(s ts now ἃ 
happy union, The hutels, or at feast 
their managements, overcame their 
somewhat dull mage of that time, 
while the students changed their nu- 
tions of what constitutes work ap- 
propriite to their “status.” 

Today hundreds of students, 
mainly in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 
work part-ame in a wide range of 
non-professional hotel jobs which, 
for some, hive developed into 
Promising careers, 

Neither the students nar the 
hotels need to be persuaded now of 
Whe mutual advantages of thin ar. 
rangement. The hotels solved their 
growing miinpower shortage by 
employing young, intelligent Israelis 
able ἴθ converse with yuests in 
foreign Jinguages. And, even if they 
often do lack profession polsh, 
the students add a hil of spice to the 
hovel atmosphere. For them, the 
part-time wark and the flexible 
hours there make it possible to lita 
job into ἃ busy academic schedule, 

About five years after the 
Tourisns Ministry's effort ty interest 
students in hate) work had fitiled, 
along came Harold Richman, the 
new nmutnuger of the Tel Aviv 


Sheraton. He set out te improve the. 


innge of Msracli hotels and saw stu- 
dents as the ideal vehicle for this, 
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Every little thing 
Israeli hotels are only now waking up to the 


greatest potential tourist reservoir — Orthodox 
Jews from the West, writes Judy Siegel. 


Rabb Zvi Kinkelttein, kashra supervisur atthe Jerusalem Hilton Hotel, 


eniovs a cake in the Jaded Louige. 


clientule — and bent to Rabbi 
Zoulu's deminds, 

The Plaza's near-monopoly 
hold on this special market has been 
broken by the appearance of the 


(Richard Charbit). 


Sheratun's King Solomon Hotel, a 
few blocks south on Rehovy Keren 
Hayesod. Conscious of the 
Orthodox tourism potential, diree- 
tors of the Sheeaton chain in [5πιεὶ 


Fight days a week 


Students are adding spice to the hotels’ 


Student in traming ut the Jerusalem Sheratan, 


atmosphere, Charles Hoffman reports. 


(Karen Benzian} 
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agreed Lo make its “religious affaics 
manager,” Rabbi Yosef ("Yossi") 
Tirnaucr, a member of the 
Sheraton's board. “1 insisted that | 
have enough clout,” says the young 
rabbi, whose manner blends 
religiusily with a keen business 
sense, 

The hotel was planned with the 
needs of the Orthodux tourist in 
mind. Rabbi Yossi claims chat it is 
the only hotel in the country, 
perhups the world, with 40 private 
seecu Hoaths available on the 
baleanies of hotel rooms and suites, 
Wailers lake orders on Shabbit by 
inserting pegs on a board, instead of 
writing down room numbers and 
choices. Special Shabbat" 
refrigerators are used on weekends. 

“We spent $420,000 1o develop 4 
special coffee maker that operates 
necording to Hulacha (Jewish 
religiots law) on Shabbat and 
holidays,” boasts the rabbi. In uddi- 
tion, telephones sire banned from 
the lohhy when their use is forbid- 
den, and the Muzak in the lobby 
ceases on Shabbat and festivals. 

Since ubout 95 per cent of the 
guests ure religious, he continues, it 
is rare that someone would light up 
ἃ cigarette in the lobby on Shabbut. 
“Bul if it happens, our waiter 
naturally tells hint politely that 
stnwking desecrates the Sabbath.” The 
hotel serves no frozen meat since 
this is frowned upon by the ultru- 
Orthodox, and the hotel observes 
the shmitra (Sabbatical) year, by 
avoiding use of produce grown in 
such ἃ year. 


“THEN THERE ARE the 
Extras,’ continues Rabbi Yossi. 
Matza shmura (the curefully 
watched und very expensive un- 
leuvened bred) is distributed 10 all 
the guests before Pessah; ex- 
Planatory leaflets on every Jewish 
holiday are distributed: the Aavdala 
ceremony is conducted en masse in 
the lobby at the conclusion of the 
Shabbat. 

The King Solomon ictively 
Promotes bar milzva “packuges"' 
for Israeli and Diaspora guests, 
Organizing services at the Western 
Wall as well as the reception in the 
hotel. Rabbi Yossi believes that the 
potential for such “packiges"” is 


The Sheraton's successful effort to 
recruit and train students was iuken 
after 1977 as the model for the 
courses now organized by the 
ministry in conjunction with univer- 
sity student unions and a handful of 
inlerested hotels, 

Since 1977, about 500 students 
have passed through these vourses. 
‘The lend seems to have been tuken 
by students from North und South 
America, who ure apparently less 
status-conscious, and were followed 
into hotel work by increasing 
numbers of {sraelis, 


THE COURSE, actually uthree- to 
five-day orientation session held at 
4 sponsoring hotel, includes a 
general explanation of how a large 
hotel operates and specific instruc- 
tion in the tasks students may be 
asked to do. Students are offered 
Jobs as cashiers, bellhops, waiters, 
dishwashers, reception clerks, 
telephone operators, maintenance, 
securily personnel and chamber- 
maids. 

The basic requirement, according 
to ministry officials, is a Willingness 
to do almost any kind of work. And 
maybe also a haircut — a neat ap- 
Pearanco js important in hotel work, 

The minimum hourly wages at 
hotel jobs are fixed by the student 
employment service, and Tange 
from 1824 to 1833 according to the 


almost unlimited. 

Aside from the Plaza and the 
Sheraton, “five-star lourists” still 
don’t hive miuny options. The hatel 
being completed in the Omuciya 
plot across the street Irom the 
Sheraltun {its nitme is still under dis- 
pute due to it court τὰκ} will alsa be 
glare and luxurious. (Gla means 
that the chefs reject any meat that is 
even remotely suspected as being 
questionable from the kashrut puint 
of view.) 

Ulun-Orthevox tourists alsa stay 
ἅ1 the much-less-posh Central Hotel 
in Jerusalem (owned by Aguda MK 
Rabbi Menachem Porush}, Kibbuiz 
Hafets Haim’s guest house (near 
Gedera), the Aristo Hotel in 
Tiberias, the Gilui Zaunz Hotel in 
Netanya, and the Wischnitz Hotel 
in Bnai Brak. The Sheraton plans io 
open a giat kosher hotel in Eilat in 
1984, 


“RELIGIOUS tourists are very 
pedintic, purticular, even spoiled,” 
says Rabbi Binyamin Perry, long- 
time Plaza Hotel rabbi who is mov- 
ing to the hotel in the Omuriya plot. 
“If they don't find what they want, 
they look for other alternatives — 
Europe, Puerto Rico, even the 
Canury Islands, rather thin tsrtel, 

“A lurge percentage of Jewish 
Loucists in Iscael ace celigiaus — and 
their shire is growing. [ il is true 
that only one-fourth of American 
Jews have been here since 194% — 
und many of those are repeats — a 
lurge part of American Jewish 
tourism is religious,” he voniinues. 

Even sume of those wha do nol 
observe Shabbat and Aashrnt at 
home will not ride on the Sabbath 
or extn ΠΡΟ (unkosher) meth in 
acl Even those who (ΟΝ 
rve kavdient in Vsracd are usually 
willing to go along with (he require- 
ments of Shabbat and kashrut in 
hotels like the Pluza and the 
Sheraton. 

Rabbi Perry urges that a Jewish 
tourism’ council be established by 
the vitrious authorities in order to 
cupitalize on the interest of religious 
Jews in Israel, and to bring chen 
here, These hundreds of thousunds 
af ρακί! tourists, he caneludes, 
can provide a permanent boost to 
the country’s Courisiny industry, 


student's level af studies. Hotel 
workers usually get extrit, money 
from tips, and enjoy a free meal dure 
ing their shift. As with ull student 
Johs, there are no κου} benefits. 
The programme operates tuday 
only in large hotels that are partofa 
chain: in Jerusalem, the Plaga, 
Diplomat, Sheraton, Ramada and 
Hilfon hotels; and in Tel Aviv, the 
Sheraton, Hilton, Dan und Larom- 
me hotels, Big hotels with a wide 
tange af pusitions to fill and 8 
sophisticated approach to personel 
Multers seem to provide the best en- 
vironment for student employment. 
In these hotels, the regular staff is 
large enough so that the students 
ΤΥ serve as a useful supplement. 
The Sheraton hotels, where stu- 
denis comprise 40 per cent of the 
staff, ure an exception, ᾿ 
The Sheraton chain is exceptional 
in another way, too, since from the 
beginning it has actively en- 
couraged its part-time student 


employces to give serious thought — 


lo hotel careers: And some have. 


Most of the Sheraton’s department’ 
heads in {srael today began 85 stu ς 


dents, : 


Students not working for other -- 


hotels who are interested in careers 


in the field may apply to the hotel .Ὁ 
management course run by the 
Tourism Ministry and the Incas! : 


Hotels Association. 
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THE PROLIFERATION of UJA, 
UIA, Hadassah, WIZO, Pioneer 
Women, American Mizrachi 
Women and American Jewish Com- 
miltee tour buses crowding the 
parking bays of four- and five-star 
hotels, create the impression that 
Jews from all over the world are 
flocking in droves to Israel, 

Yet statistics show that despite 
the visibility of those Jewish travel- 
lers, Christians have an edge on 
tourism in this country. 

According to Chaya Fischer who 
heads the Christian Tourism 
Department at the Ministry of 
Tourism, and is the pivot of The 
Israel Pilgrimage Committee, some 
600,000 Christians came to Israel in 
both 1980 and 1981. This represents 
roughly 55 per cent of alt tourism. 

“The Cutholic tourist," she says, 
“does not attin total spiritual fulfil 
ment in Rome, and completes αὶ 
religious pilgrimage by continuing 
on to Jerusalem." 

America is the take-off point for 
most Jewish tourists and a signifi- 
cant number of Christian tourists 
coming to Israel. Fischer observes 
that while there are quite alot of in- 
dividual Christian tourists, they 
usually come in groups. Denomina- 
tions represented in regular 
organized group tours are the 
Southern Baptists, the Methodists, 
the Pentecostal Church and the 
Mormons. Groups coming from 
Scandinavia, Germany, South 
Africa and Holland are primarily 
Lutheran. 

Other than the U.S. and Ger- 
many, Christian pilgrims mainly 
come from France, Engiand, | taly, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Taiwan, India, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand, 


That inner light 
More Christians than Jews are visiting Israel, 


Greer Fay Cashman learns from Sister Elisabeth 
of the Christian information Centre. 


[Tn 1973, the Franciscans set up a 
Christian Information Centre (CIC) 
for tourists In a spacious, imposing 
building inside Jaffa Gate, The 
centre works in @ apirit of coopera. 
tion with the Ministry of Tourism, 
but is an independent operation 


funded by the Church. It recuives 
no financial nid from the govern- 
ment of Israel, but it does receive 
other forms of assistance, 

“The Ministry of Tourism is not 
obliged to help us, but they do,” 
says Bolgian-born Sister Elisabeth, 
who works at CIC and canie to 


rh 


Isracl in 1974 after having served 
her order for many yeurs in Africa. 

Sister Elisabeth has a heavy, well- 
compartmentulized file. on 
everything the Christian tourist in 
Israel may want to know, including 
information on nearly 40 different 
denominations. 

By maintaining constant contact 
with churches belonging tu ull 
denominations, Sister Elisabeth, 
and others working in the CIC, can 
immediately direct tourists to 
church services, Christian corm- 
munities, Christian holy places, 


hotels and hostels, biblical institu- 
tions, libraries, rescarch centres and 
institutes’ of higher learning, 
museums, and Christian charitable 
institutions. 

The centre has compiled a list — 
in English—of Egged and Arab bus 
routes in Jerusalem and has printed 
its own map of Christian Jerusalem, 
which, in addition to the Fourteen 
Stations of the Cross, includes other 
sites mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment. The map also offers sugges- 
tions for tours to other places of in- 
terest to Christians such us 
Bethlehem, Jericho, Bethany, 
Nazareth, Mount Tabor and the 
Gulilee region, 

Jews interested in Christian 
studies also come to the CIC to ask 
about lectures and seminars and, 
says Sister Elisabeth, un elderly 
Rubbi is a frequent visilor there 
simply because he is looking for 


g conversation. Tourist guides also 


come to the CIC tu update their 
knowledge, 

There are certain pattems to 
Christian tourism, according to 
Fischer atthe Ministry of Tourism. 
Catholic pilgrims usually confine 
themselves to sites mentioned in the 
New Testament and if there is time, 
will add visits to a kibbutz and 
Masada. Protestants want to walk in 
the footsteps of everyone men- 
tioned in the Bible — both the Old 
and the New Testaments — and 
therefore are enger to tour the 
whole country. 

Whenever any ancient Christiun 
site ts rediscovered, the Ministry 
updates its maps to enable Christian 
pilgrims to expand their spiritual ex- 
pericnees, 


Christian Tourism to Iscuel 


began operating on a grand scale in 
1950, following two years of 
Preparation for Holy Year, which 
occurs only four times a century. 
When the initial steps were taken to 
promote Israel as a place for Holy 
Year pilgrims, the Ministry of 
Tourism did not yet exist. The 
Tourist Department, which had 
been operating on behalf of the 
Jewish Agency, the Jewish National 
fund and the Jewish Foundation 
Fund after the establishment of the 
State, became a part of the Ministry 
of immigration in the provisional 
government, 

The department subsequently 
evolved into the Israel Tourist 
Centre and later the Government 
Tourist Corporation. It was not un- 
ul December, 1964, that the 
Cabinet decided to establish a 
Ministry of Tourism with Akiva 
Govrin at the heln. 

Until this ministry was accorded 
stutus im its own right, Christian 
tourism was lucgely the province of 
the Isruel Pilgrimuge Committee, 
presenlly an inter-ministerial body 
which wus founded in (949. AL that 
time, arrungements were made to 
enuble Christian pilgrims to cross 
through no-man’s land, between 
Old and New Jerusalem, via the 
Mandelbaum Gate, 

Since 1967, people of all faiths 
have been uble to explore 
Jerusalem's holy sites without being 
subjected to either physieal or 
political obstacles, 

The potential for Christian 
tourism is enormous, and now that 
there is peace with Egypt, more 
Christians are taking advantage of 
pavkage tours which enable them to 
visit both countries. 
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The Director-General of the Ministry of Tourism 


The Minister of Tourism 


and 


The Ministry Staff 


Extend best wishes to the tourist industry in Israel, 
the Tourism Council and the participants in 


The Prime Minister's Tourism Conference 


and wish them fruitful deliberations and every success in 


"promoting the country’s objective of two million visitors. year. 
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RITA DOES PEBBLE IT ΤΊΣ ΤῈΣ SATIS ET ποσπταττεςι 


believe fr 


Rosh Pina, a community of 1,500 set in the hills of Galilee, is celebrating 
its 100th anniversary by restoring its oldest buildings and organizing an 
artists’ quarter. ‘Progress’ has its problems, as Marsha Pomerantz reports. 


ON A bright January day, people in 
Rosh Pina were loking forward, 
looking backward, dehatup the 
blurred domain ef "now." 

Aumhud Schwartz, 71, satan new 
aleps in the old villipe, fooked out 
at the cemetery on the facing hilt: 
“Thal just shows fuw stubborn our 
pittents were,” he said. “They could 
have found ain easier place tw dig 
eraves, bul ru, they fad to choose a 
hillside full of rock." 

Schwiurlts, the grandson of one ot 
the founders of the village, whlch 
celebrates its 100th aniversary this 
year, is dull of stories about their 
persistence in finding a place to 
spend their fives, as well as their 
deaths. Bul he too inspects Janus- 
like, future as well as post: “What 
Um proudest of is that all my 
grandchildren — | have nine — are 
also living here.” 

The Society fur the Restoration 
of the Founders’ Village was set up 
five years ago, partly on the in- 
itiative of the late Yigal Allon, to 
restore the houses of a hurdy band 
of Rumanians — 30 families — who 
sel up the first Jewish village in 
modera Galilee in 1882, and were 
taken under the wing of the Buron 
Fdmond de Rothschild the next 
your, 

Slowly, Ube split stone and: bure 
5. of the old houses is taking 
shape under red tiled roals: Beit 
Pye (alestine Jewish Colonization 
Association) where the Baran's 
clerks supervised his projects in all 
the Galilee: the home of Professor 
Meer, who fed the fight Aad 
malaria; the doctar’s house: the 
teacher's Nose. the hese Pfehrew 
hotel in the new Yishun: the Ayn 
apegaes und the ordinary hanses ol 
a edraorininly tenawieus com. 
tunity. 

The purpose uf the resteratian ps 
edtcatbn as well as recreation, μος 
cording a ΜΙ. Abukrat, a 
former τῆν ἧς τ aad south worker in 
the village. Who now manages the 
restoration praject. Beit) κα, 
where be hay his office, alse von. 
tains two lecture halls, library and 
archives at Gililve histury. From 
he huge baicony at the hack of the 
house, the Baron's clerks used to 
keep un eye on things. Taday it is 
lined with the remains of uld 
wouden and metal plows, ἘΠῚ 
their place in ἃ museum of early 
agricullucal implements, und an old 
Turkish wooden chest covered with 
crescent-decked metal sheeting. In- 
side — paper, bus of woud. empty 
cigarette packs, 

This midrasha. study centre for 
Galilve history, already draws 
groups of students und soldiers for 
seminars. Amihud Schwartz, sitting 
in the sun and looking across at the 
cemetery, is waiting ta give his 
pile ἢ and tour toa group uf students 
from Bar-Han University. Suddenh, 
in the middle of our conversation, a 
group of soldiers descends, and we 
aiike tye rocks poking aul of an 
olive drab stream which rushes 
ποιν εἶν diva the steps. When the 
commotion subsides, Amihud says 
no, he isn’t dasturhed by the 
slrangers crashing ite his quiet cor- 
ner. “U0 the proyewt is dune curetul- 
ly, Ws okay. This ts the anly plice in 
the countey to show your peuple 
vn founsts how peuple settted here 
WO years apo Down tothe mud: 
aiadesiniw ophistes (authentic but 
unone wall of ἢ restared 
house. 

Same people do resent the intlus 

or at leust hawe mived feclaips 
about. they sre neither funders 
Aor surs Nor grindsans, DIL atin, 
wrilers and craftsmen sito, within 
the last 12 years or se, spotted 
cimpty Houses in the mist of tufted 
green selvet cack, and brought their 
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Neta Banai’s rented buleony, where she cultivates herbs, On the hill, oppusite, 


Souls to stay. 

“With all these Museums, we're 
afraid they'll 1st teach how People 
fied instead af living,” sud) lai 
Flohew (he nme means “Gad 
loves") He is ἃ carpentes and grows 
vepetibles: his wife Tali isan artist, 
Vhey moved into the old village 
About eight sears age, bought their 
house, like four other families, und 
used their own Mvhey (ἃ renovate 
i. Now sume guyernment mone 
avatlable for further renovitions, 
and an artists’ colony is planned lor 
their street. ‘t hey know they sland 
to benefit from that part of the Pro- 
ject. but they want to he informed 
about the restoration sucicty's plans 
and consulted about changes which 
will afect their hives, 


THE JERUSALEM POST SUPPLE. 
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The way they see things, ἢ was 
the founders’ sons who ditched the 
original village, high on ὦ hill, and 
built their houses in the New village, 
closer to their Gelds in the valley, 
(Amihud explains how hard it was, 
in the horse-and-wagon days, to 
bring supplies up the Seep slope.) 
In any case, the artists say, Since they 
rediscovered the charm of the old 
village, and settled in at first without 
such amenities as running water and 
clectricity, they deserve to be taken 
Into tecounl in the current Testora- 
tion. 

in fact, the problems between the 
artists and the restorers seem to be 
More a hack of communication than 
real conflict. Amihud said the 
young settlers were welcomed when 


cemetery helaw cypresses. 


they first moved in, “Later, 
were problems with hippies who 
gs from other parts of 


Its lucky our kids 


the restoration began, the “ne, 
clement” left or were force 
and the 25 or so residents 
main are considered 
igh to be more of an 
Ὁ than a threat, 

m οἵ who knows 
whom: Maimon, 
pressions | had 
k down the artists* 
y're egotistical, 
themselves, When | 
everybody, for the 
for the People of 


what's good for 
listening to im 
gathered on a wal 


general public, 
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And he plans with all his heart. 
He points out the garden below the 
bulcony of Beit Pjea, whieh is 
“modelled alter the garden of Ver. 
sailles.” just as the French Baron 
wished it. Below the balvony is an 
arched basement still under con. 
struction, and destined to be a 
resturant. 

On the hillside below Beit Pjca, 
facing the cemetery, an 
amphitheatre is being built for 
sound-and-light shows. Awkward 
location? No. “If it's true that the 
dead walk au night. then why 
shouldn't they enjoy themselves? 
And if it's not true, then why wor- 
ry?" 

His plans for the garden include 
stationing some 19th-century plows 
there, “With maybe i little sculp- 
ture of a cow.” That Prompts the 
queslion about the possible dangers 
of overplanning. Maimon bucks off 
a little, says the cow probably won't 
come about, and in any cuse derives 
from his considerable enthusiasm. 
“But you can’t do anything without 
it,” he stresses, 

What is the organization behind 
the project, and where do the funds 
come from for all this? The 
reconstruction society is a non- 


-Profit organization which was 


headed by Yigal Allon until his 
death. He has been succeeded by 
Yigal Hurvitz, who was invited to 
take the position when he was finance 
minister — despite his constant 
declaration that his pockets were 
empty. 

The society was set up by the 
Rosh Pina local council, headed by 
Zvi Laski. Laski is an army man, 
which means he presses for ef- 
ficiency, but, say the artists on the 
hill, his understanding of their 
needs has been less than complete. 
Itai the carpenter says Latskt hits ad- 
mitted to them that he fears the 
word “artist,"" partly because he as- 
sociales it with Farkush — at legen- 
dary but real jail-breaker and chess- 
player who used to live in the caves 
tround Rosh Pina and drop in 
among the artists fur a pame. The 
question: how do founders and sons 
cope with free spirits? 

Moncy for the restoration comes 
from various representutives of the - 
social order: government ministries, 
the Rothschild Foundation, Mifal 
Hapayis (ihe national loitery), the 
Wolfson Foundation, the Ruma- 
nian Immigrants’ Association, the 
World Leadership of Betar, and 
many others. 

Rosh Pina had one of the leading 
Betur regiments during mandatory 
times, and another cellar under the 
Baron's balcony has been set aside 
as ἃ sort of shrine to Shlomo Ben- 
Yosef, the Betarnik who was the 
first’ Yishuy Jew hanged by the 
Crown. Ben-Y osef and two friends, 
Shatom Djurban and Avraham 
Shein, attempted a reprisal for a 
1938 Arab attack on a taxi in whieh 
six Jewish pussengers were killed: 
the three threw a bomb at an Arab 
bus, but it didn’t go off. They hid in 
the Baron's basement, where the 
British found them. Djurban was 
judged mentally unstable; Shein 
was a minor; Ben-Yosef got the 
maximum sentence for arms posses- 
sion. His tomb in the Rosh Pina 
Cemetery across the wadi is 8 focus 
for Betar pilgrims; a slide show in 2 
small auditorium in the basement 
describes Ben-Yosel’s last days in 
Acre prison, his devotion to the 
teachings of Ze'ev Jabotinsky, his - 
hero’s death. eee 

Moncy for maintenance of ihe 
shrine comes from the Interior 2 
Ministry, says Mainon, who deriles ~ 


that there is any current political.‘ . 


Significance to the site. Yigal Allon’ - 
{Continued on page 12) - 
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tContinned fram pave 1) 


the restoraion project aller 
all though speetic budgets 
logon πα the present gov 
niead mily have influenced the ve 
of developnrent of specie propeets. 

fay case, δ μα, who says he 
sia Herntnik, clearly beheves that 
the history written by Seca Aliya 
Labourtes is skewed and needs 
some halineing, 

Balance. The slide show in the 
shrine describes the Arabs of the 
pre-siale period ay “opposed lo 
chaage and’ progress”; pictures of 
the Jewish children they massiucred 
rest on the sereen for a smal 
eternily. 

But reltions between Arabs and 
Jews an this hill were once very 
good. In 1878, even before the 
Rumanians arrived, a small group of 
Jews from Safad decided tv stop tiv. 
ing off the Jewish dole and try to 
make their living from the tind, 
They bought land tram the Arahs of 
Jivune — the village which onee oe. 
cupied the hil! ~ and liked among 
them in peace. Later, tensions 
developed, many of the Jews left, 
amd dhe rentainiag four tamilies 
inined the Rumanian settlement 
salled Rast) Cina in ΤᾺΝ, 

ta 1948, says Atmihud Selwart, 
the Arabs of SJa’une were suspected 
as collaboratars with the Jews: un- 
ier pressure from other Arabs, they 
tett for Syria. That's one side of the 
story. 

By coincidence, 1 heard another 
side that evening in Sufad, where | - 
atte dinner, [ was the only diner in 
the restaurant, and the waiter, o 
young Acub fram Sakbnin, in the 
Western Galilee, brought aver his 
Coke and joined me. When he 
HP was doing in the area, 
he sand. “You Know, Rosh Pina was 
originally an Arad village." | knew, 

“ICs a disaster, whist happened 
there." Did he have relatives at 
Jwune? Only distant ones, And 
what huppened to them?" Half were 
destroyed, and half escaped to 
Syria.” Then he had to get bitch to 
setting fables, 

Amihud, standing in the Rosh 
Pina sun the neat day, tells some 
students about the better days for 
Arabs and Jews: ance, very early in 
the history of the Jewish setdement, 
a Jew, firing shots of joy into the air 
(trying out the Arab-style) iat the 
communily's first wedding, acciden- 
tally killed the rah who had sug- 
vested the valley. The sheikh of 
June pucall the Jews in his court 
yurd and protected them against 
those who were screaming for ther 
blood, until compensatian could be 
worked uul. 

Amibud himself remembers the 
relentless health inspections at 
school during World Wir 1. 
Cholera, typhus and truchonia were 
rampant, and the elders were ada- 
mant about clean feet, clean hands, 
and, for the boys, shaved heady. 
Any teacher who naticed a head. 
sprout inimediately dispatched the 
effender tothe barber — Tew tik af 
Ja‘unt, who had a contract: with 
each Comily. He snipped and shaved 
vs Tequired, fur ant annual measure 
ut harley and wheat. 

Vhose relations, at least at his 
one, are nol likely to he restored, 
Bot there vill be - Maimon von: 
tiaues his taur up the cobbled street 

. Sabbath seviees in the old-new 
wiigopue, nad sauna at the site of 
aM bath underneath at, mt small 
dorms for soldiers attending 


the First Seitlers, where the private 
houses are, an artis” colany, with 
galleries, facilities for an aris-and- 
vrafts nuttket, and workshops where 
visitors can come and study with 
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visiling artists. 

The artists and craftsmen are 
worried about the projects planned 
for their strcet. Nai Eloheiv, the 
carpenter-farmer, itssembled some 
of them in his house to express their 
concern, Amid hand-crafted 
wooden furniture and Eastern wall- 
hangings -— he und his wile have 
recently returned from a trip to 
Uurope, the U.S. end India — he 
Served a delicious tea made of local 
herbs. 

The artists are concerned that the 
Testoration society is subject 10 the 


decisions of the local council, and 
does not take into account a wide 
enough segment of the local popula- 
tion. (Maimon told me that the 
society had asked for a represen- 
tative of the artists, but so far none 
had stepped forward.) 

Aviva Shafat, who has two 
children and seems to be one of the 
more articulate spokesmen for the 
artists, says she's been occupied 
with building her own house from 
scratch for the lust three years and 
running around for the necessary 
building permits. Now she realizes 


Below, left: Garden furniture photographed fram the American Hotel. Right: Planter and 


that the public restoration has 
caught up with her. “I's my own 
neglect," she says, but she's deter- 
mined to take an active role now, 
The group was planning a meeting 
in which they would draft it letter 
demanding three months’ prior 
notice of any change the restoration 
soceily was planning, 

One symbolic example: water 
from a nearby spring used to flow 
freely down one of the cobbled 
strects, The reslorers, in the nsune of 
progress, trapped it in a pipe, und 
the water will be used to irrigate the 


Versailles garden, The arlists were 
incensed. 

But they don't object to having 
gulleries on their street, something 
like those of Old Jalfa. They want to 
sell their work. The problem with 
Jaffe is ils night clubs and noise, but 
they have no fear of that in this 
patch of upper Gulilec. 

Not all the residents of the 
quarter are artisis: aC the Gime we 
tatked, Neta Banai was waiting to 
hear from the local council whether 
she could remain in the house she 
rents from them. She studies 
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Left: Beit Pica, the Baron's headquarters, restored as a centre for study of Galilee history, Right: Restoration director 


agriculture at the Voleani Institute, 
and in Rosh Pina has been 
cultivating and classifying tocal 
herbs and planis, 
_ Perhaps the most poignant batile 
is over the biggest building uround: 
a four-starey shabby structure call- 
ed the American Hotel. 1 was built 
by an Arab from Jn’une who visited 
Chicago in the ‘40s and came back 
with a yen for skyscrapers. He left 
this one behind in ‘48. 

Eight years ago, a group of lree 
Spirits sel up something called the 
School for Man's Self-Knowledge in 


the deserted building -- for the 
practice of meditation and art. The 
only one of the group remaining is 
Arye Foral, a jeweller who makes, 
among other things, brivelets out of 
silver spoons and forks, He, and his 
wife and two daughters occupy one 
floor, The ground floor contains his 
workshop, another urtist’s sculpture 
studio sind a curpenter’s workshop 
where lai and an American 
architect named Gershon Melnikov 
work. 

Arye had a contract with the 
State Lands Administration and the 


loval council, according to which 
they could only require him to leave 
if they found him a suituble alter- 
native fovation — not easy. 

Now restoration is catching up 
with him, too; the courts have up- 
held an eviction order, and he must 

*leuve by April. Says Arye: “I've in- 
vested my best years in this place, τὸ 
make a place for arl, where urtists 
vould get spiritimal support." 

Muimon says the school never ex- 
isted, except in theory, Arye suys 
the school has been open to artists 
who have their own meuns to set up 


Below loft: Gershon Melnikov looks aver his own sketch fora restored elmerlean Hotel. Right: Neta Banai, “dressed 


shop. 

So, white, the restorilion society 
is proceeding with its pian to turn 
the American Hated into workshops 
for urtists and wsiting students of 
art, Gershon Melnikoy, sitting in his 
workshop there, has designed his 
own versiun of Ihe building's future, 
with a floor set aside for Arye's 
family. 

Maimon, of the restoration 
society, came along to the artists’ 
sircet When pictures were taken [ur 
this article — and it turned out that 
this was his first meeting with some 


" Meimion Abvkrat looks down inte the faraivaed of a restared house. 


ul'the artists and craftamen, the first 
time he saw Gershon'’s plan. 

The restoration proceeds, will 
anniversary events planned 
throughout the year, culminating in 
a celebration this August. ΠῚ does 
hac have the potential for bringing 
together past and tuture, tor revive 
ing history ad cultivating the arts. 
But there is something to be said tor 
humility and plurniisin in progress; 
for the Orthadus Jewish practice οἱ 
teaving one wall of a home slightly 
unfinished, to recall the destruction 
of the Second Temple. 


up” for a trip τὸ Tel Aviv, stamds before her front door, 
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ΠΟ DORS one go ahout keeping 
up with mnadern times, without las. 
ing touch with the charms of trads- 
tian? How, in terms at holiday es- 
tublishnients, dovs one munige a 
hotel that is a “grand old lady" type, 
yet keep the atmosphere alive and 
the clientele from getting older 
every year? 

The (εἰ Kinneret in Tiberias is 
a good cuse in point. [ts new 
miunager is well aware of the need to 
provide the best vt both worlds. 
Haim Hiviy, who took over receit- 
ly from previous manager bdna 
Walter, was a litte boy in Jerusilem 
when the Cialei Kinneret was 
founded 36 years igo under the 
Management of the legendary Lutte 
Fisenberg. 

Equipped to deal with the mast 
up-to-date administvative and 


Management techuiques, Flaviv isa 


gradume of the Tadmor Hotel 
School, of the Technion's Hotel 
Manigement course, and of an cx- 
veutive tmining cou ἡ America 
with the Sonesta Holely chitin, 

AL the same inte, he has ann 


“bred preference for ORF World at- 


tuntiveness aad personal service. 
kuropetn ia taste and behavivur, he 
prem op speaking breneh and 
relishing brench quisime, at) Tels 
culturally deprived fhe dues net 
have atteast AH) recently purchased 
brench books at home, 

Before coming to the Gated Kin- 
neref, he was in Pare for (wo years 
with Histuurs; belore that he 
managed the Moriah Hotel in 
Jerusdea tar eight years. 

Flaviv begun tos career at the 
Rang Davil where be cet his wile 
Tet tha a hotel protessional: tis 
service Wilh the Dan chit alse ine 


and loving care,’ 


King Solomon-Sheraton Jerusalem 
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There’s a place 


The Galei Kinneret is providing the best 


of two worlds, Helga Dudman writes. 


Uri Wormer, anmaging director af IRH, with the Egyptan Minister of Tourism, 


Ped 


Gamal anNaer and Hain Haviv, manager of the Galei Kinneret. 


cluded a stint at the Acedia. 
Wink tourism in the Galilee 
region now increasing in’ imper- 
hate, aviv alse has his hands full 
with overall responsibility for the 
ΠᾺΡ chain's weond hotel in the 
nar, Safed'’s Rimoan fun, Under 
the daily management ab Jose 
Guileld, and Haviv's wateh tal eve, 
the Can is at lithe jowel at de coos 
νοῦ ας magatlicent pardeny which 
has opened this winter Cor de lirst 
time and offers visitors an unusual 
and intimate almosphere. as well as 


and enjoying the view. 


modem comfort. 

Shose who ean manage holidays 
at the five-stir level -— and al Galei 
hinneret this meats about os many 
Israelis us fureign tourists — full 
ile (wo catepories. There are those 
who σαν the gleaming cantem- 
portry apulence af the very latest 
lusury hotel, and then there are 
those who like the mellowed charm 
af hotel that has its own eharacter 
and cannot pussihly be contused 
with the one in the fast city, or the 
next, 


~and staying ahead. 


At the Galei Kinneret hote), 
Haviv is at home with all types of 
people from all over the world, and 
can also pull off a coup which few 
five-star hotel managers are capable 
of: he can speak to the staff in 
Ladino. 

Haviv can even manige some 
Arabic, having lived for 15 years in 
Bejrut, although he made no al- 
tempt to do so during the recent 
visit. to his hotel of the Egyptian 
Minister of Tourism, Gamal An- 
Nizer, The distinguished visitor 
wrote in the Galei Kinneret guest 
book “Best food in Israel," and was 
well enough informed about the 
hotel to know that Ben-Gurion 
always stayed there during his 
Tiberias holidays, 

From Major Haddad to Perry 
Como (who stayed at the GK while 
Edna Walter was manager, and 
wrote: “The most pleasant place in 
our tour — because of you, Edna, 
and your staff!" in the guest book), 
from U.S. Ambassador Samuct 
Lewis to his counterpart in Cairo, 
Ambassador Alfred Atherton, to 
German press magnate Axe) 
Springer — Gulei Kinneret has at- 
(racted VIP's since it first opened, 

But these days, according τὸ 
Hiaviv, glimpses of the great, a 
gorgeous View, tranquility and good 
fond are not in themselves enough 
to satisfy large numbers of guests. 
He is full of ideas for bringing 
“things to do" to the traditionally 
staid hotel, (Not thar the new 
variely of summertime Isrueli 
visitors to Tiberias are all that quiet. 
Their rather noisy style brings ἴω 
mind an old trick used by a cule 
owner here tw keep out what he 
considered the “riff-raft: whenever 


_.and full of life, 


Five ways of saying 
Sheraton Hotels in Israel. 


(S) 


Tet 


Tel Aviv-Sheraton — Eilat-Sheraton 


Planned projecis: Tiberias, Haifa, Dead Sea, 
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“undesirable guests turned up, he 
put a Beethoven record on the 
phonograph.) 

One attraction already es. 
tablished before Haviv's arrival on 
the scene is x regular walking tour 
of the Old City of Tiberias. 11 15 no 
secret there that many of these 
tours are conducted by Haviv's very 
knowledgeuble mother-in-law, 
Elisheva Ballhorn, who ran the 
city’s urcheologicul muscum for 
many years, (She also cortducts the 
sime tour for guests at the Plaza 
Hotel, the city’s ather five-star es- 
tublishment). 

It is ulso no secret that the Galei 
Kinneret’s new social director is 
Haviv's wife Esti. 

Among Haviv's plans for enter- 
fainment und special events are 
musical und film evenings, panel 
discussions, and special “hap- 
penings.” When he was at the 
Moriah, he organized a very succes- 
sful Moroccan Evening with tea 
served on the floor, and special 
foods; authentic ethnic decorations 
for the event came from the Israel 
Museun, 

For the Gatei Kinneret, Haviv is 
considering.a special event with an 
English flavour, to be organized in 
conjunction with The Jerusalem 
Post, This is to include [srael’s first 
Scrabble vonipetition, which Hiviv 
sees as an elaborate affair, complete 
with computerized searebourds, 
We may not be aware of it here, hut 
Scrabble competitions have tor 
some lime been very popular in 
Europe, There is even ἃ contnental 
journal for fans gulled 2 Serahteur 
itd if all pous well, we may even 
have Serabble-taurism come to the 
Galilee! 
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and getting sharper. 
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Sea of 
Monsters 


Insurance is a must for 
travellers, Zim’s insurance 
expert tells The Post's 
Ya'acov Frieder. 


MOST of us vaguely know that 
marine insurance policies exist, yet 
we hardly make use of them. 

We do not think about this type 
of coverage until something spec- 
tacular occurs. For example, we 
happen to be travelling on the 
Greek passenger ship, ms. Arion, 
which burns out just before we 
debark in Haifa port with our car 
and Juggage on board. 11 is on such 
unlucky occasions that we find 
ourselves regretting our airy disdain 
for marine insurance, 

Without assuming an “1 told you 
so” attitude, Ze'ev Weinberger, 
head of Zim's insurance departrhent 
and a leading expert on marine in- 
surance, lold The Jerusalem Post 
that travellers should never move 
without insurance, 

“I'm talking about people like 
you and me who may have saved for 
years for their trip, We can't afford 
to lose our luggage, not to mention 
our car, and we therefore can’t af- 
ford not to insure them against loss 
or damage. We simply must raise 
the extra few hundred shekels to 
cover our property at replacement 
value," he stressed, The same ud- 
vice holds for air travel. 

Weinberger notes that under in- 
ternational conventions the ship 
owner (or airline) is liable only for αὶ 
fixed sum compensation for cach 
Piece of tuguage. Tn most cases, this 
is well below its actual value. The 
unfortunate traveller who loses his 
Iigguge and, as on the Arun, his 
car as Well will, if he failed to insure 
them, regret the trip for perhups 
years to come. How easily he might 
huve looked at the bright side, 
namely that he was not injured in 
the accident, if only he had tuken 
oul adequate insurance “which 
should include cover for war risks 
or hostile sction.” 

When the uninsured traveller 
goes to court he is tikely to find the 
Judge very sympathetic but wilh his 
hands tied by the law. Ooly if the 
stricken ship happens to belong to a 
large company with a big turnover 
and strong public relations may the 
Passengers get an ex gratia pay- 
Ment that may at least prevent his 
bad luck turning into a financial dis- 
aster, Car owners should know that 
their regular car insurance does not 
cover the passage by sea, 

However, marine passenger in- 
surance is only a minor factor in the 
multi-billion world-wide business 
of marine insurance, 

he Zim company with its fleet of 

60 freighters valued at hundreds of 
miltions of dollars spends, or rather 
Invests, several million dollars an- 
nually to insure its ships. The 
Premiums comprise only ἃ fraction 
of its over 5750 million turnover. 
ut the sums are so big that wise in- 
surance can make a big difference, 
‘specially when anythings goes 


Wrong. This unfortunately did occur. 


for Zim during 1981 when two of its 
ships were lost at sea— the Mezada, 
ta 8 big loss of crew lives, and the 
hikma without casualty, Both ships 
pe of Zim's older models, their 
ook value pretty well written off. 
weliberger holds it wise to insure 
ΝΣ book value: or for replacenient 
never yrhich ever is. higher, but 
the -financi ἡ δ᾿ 
taraie loss will be more 
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Conference 


and wish fruitful results in 
promoting tourism to Israel 
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THE CITY OF Haifa, with its com- 
hination of sea and mountain land- 
scapes, shod be enough to sutisly 
the appelite of even the must 
demanding traveller. Bul in the eyes 
of those involved in tourism, Haifn 
is nu “jinx.” 

‘The city has not managed tu at- 
Aract the desired crowds of tourists 
who flock elsewhere in Israel; it has 
seldom been more than just a con- 
venient stapaver between the Galan 
Heights und points south. 

There are many reasons for this 
phenonienan. σα travel agents, 
in a regent meeting with the 
Ministisy of Tourinm's direc 
general Rati Farber, blamed Haifa's 
tounsm troubles on hotel owners, 

1 is far from Israel's: sole in- 
termi Airport and transporlit- 
lon there is extremely expensive. 
Untess hoteliers gan help to attract 
people, agents clammed, tour 
as Won't include the εἶν on 
aA), 

Furthenuore, they maintaned, it 
isoaburd that Maite has ne sore 
than YOO hated roams -- the total 
Ovcupaney ΟἹ ane ΟἹ Tel Aviv's ait: 
jor twdtels ta aller Crawellers, 
“There's nose in tryin to bring 
Large international conventions 
here.” they sud, “Seeuuse people 
would have nowhere to sperm the 
night." ‘Uhe partreipunts would go 
instead to Nathariya or Netanya, so 
why not hold conventions there in 
the first pli 

Hotel owners al the same meeting 
put the bkune on the travel agents 
wih, they » should see to it chat 
tour buses stay in Haile two days 
and not two hours as they usuilly 
du. 

Hotels, the owners claimed, have 
no reason to uot the bill for groups’ 
transportation from the airport as 
travel agents demand, und the latter 
retaliate by cutting tourism down τὸ 
airickle, [It's a mater of money: 
(rips to Europe give larger percen- 
Gites τα them sq that's aliat agents 
prefer selling, the hoteliers alleged. 

Both groups juined Turces to 
blame local wad natanal authorities 
for the situation, Regulations and 
bureaucracy in Haifa are annoying. 
agreed, and the government is 
shes ag Lourisnbnvinded. 

Hain Schilf of Schiff Hates, told 
how Haifa MK Amnon Linn up- 
proached him a tew years ugu in- 
sisting that he take ἃ plot by the 
city’s southern entrance und build a 
high-quality hotel there 

“He assured me that |’d have ull 
the necessiry permits within six 
mmonths at most because City Hall 


al wath her harsbaind, 


Hethletenn 
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dive from Bethlehem From this 
"ὁ the tind 


tha 
Potiarch {μι εν, on their way to 


The Guest House. affording a 
wondedul wew of Bethlebent and 
thn Judvan Desert consists af 
ete and ibuuble roams with 
Povate Laaboes These ae alsa 4- 
are 
vpitially χα] for stuttonis and 
youth grange: Fades for comping 


Tha Sport's Cente of Muzpeh 


Everybody's blaming everyone else for 
Haifa’s tourism problems, says Mary Hirschfeld. 


wanted it to be raised as quickly as 
possible,” said Schiff. To this day, 
things have not materialized and 
neither hus a plan for Schiflf to 
creet 4 hotel in the Ramat Fladar 
district. 

“Busy people like myself have nu 
time to cun from one office to 
another dealing with papers. The 
feast City Hall could de is τὸ 
facilitate such mutters," he com- 
placed ta Mayor Arye Gurel. 
“Give me the green tight and 
jomorrow at 8,00 in the morning ΕἼ] 
he there with bulldozers to start 
construction!" 

To which Gurel replied: “You 
could have done it long ago. We 
gave you the option to use both 
plots way back in 1971. Why haven't 
you done anything with it?” 

The real question it's does Haifa 
have anything to offer tourists? 
Many Haifaites would answer πὸ 
(though some say with irony that the 


Looking towards Bethlehsm from the ewimming pool: 


best thing in the cily is the constal 
τοι to Tel Aviv), 

Local Hotel Owners’ Assovintion 
Chairman Michael Dresner, a 
second-generation holetier who said 
tourism in Haifa “does not pay off 
anymore,” explained that while 
only one hotel has opened here dur- 
ing the past 15. years, the (00-room 
Nof, over a dozen have closed 
down. 

Dresner said that the government 
has never given Haifa a ‘fair deal.” 
And at this stage “not even the 
Tourism Ministry's entire budget 
could be of help." 

The director of EFTACH 
{Hebrew acronym for Haifa's 
Tourism Development Associa- 
tion), David Plonsky, has a different 
opinion. He told The Jerusalem Post 
recently that within five years al the 
most, Haifa will become a major 
tourist centre. The city already has 
the infrastructure and all that is 


MITZPEH RACHEL 


A Frontier Youth Hostel in the Past — 
a Kibbutz Guest House Today 


Muzpeh Rachel Kibbutz Guest 
House ts sttuated on the southorn 
comer of Kibbutz Ramat Rachel. tt 
és only a 10 minute alnve from the 
cente of Jerusalem aod ἃ S-minute 


“7 
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Necessary is good organization. 

“Ten yeurs igo there wasn’t even 
a brochure on Haifa that we could 
use tu sell the city abroad,” he said. 
‘In fact, early residents and busi- 
nessinen in Haifa refused to sec 
tourism us a profitable commercial 
field which could potentially turn 
into a beaming industry with 
Pragmilic thinking, initittive ind 
money. Fur them, Plonsky suid, 
tourism was luftgeshefien — not to 
be taken too seriously, 

When Eftach came along in 1975, 
old attitudes were already chunging. 
Ils very creation showed how peo- 
ple were ready to tackle the tourism 
issue, 

“We drew up a list of priorities, 
such os what sites we would like to 
turn inlo central tourist attractions, 
Those had to he spruced up, 
renovated and improved so as to br- 
ing them up to desirable standards." 
Among those sites is the Carmel 


Rachel, consisting of a large 
swimming pool, a children's pool 
and all-weather tennis courts are 
also at our guests’ disposal. 

We can also offer our guests an 
excellent kosher self-service 
restaurant with a large, varied 
menu. Here, guests can experience 
our friendly kibbutz atmosphere. 

We also accept reservations for 
groups and conterences. Guests 


“may tour the kibbutz with or 


“τ only an hour's drive away. 


without a guide. and see for 
themselves our different way of life. 
Refreshments may be enjoyed 
on our cafeteria terrace, 
overlooking the panorama of 
Bethlehem and the Judean Hills. 
. Puble transportation from the 
kibbutz to the centre of town 
departs every 15 minutes and 
continues until midnight, excluding 
Friday evenings. The convenient 
geographical position of Mitzpeh 
Rachel enables its quests to plan 
daily excursions tg the Dead Sea, 
Masada.and Ein Gedi, which are 


Top Compound. EFTACH's most 
ambilious project so far. 

“It will consist of the Stella Maris 
Lookout Point (at the French 
Carmel), a one-kilometre path that 
will pass by an abandoned windmill- 
turned chapel which few people 
know about, and will reach the 
Maritime and Hlegal Immigration 
Museums by the Coastal Road. We 
will have all that ready before the 
end of the year," Plonsky explained. 

A cablecar linking Stella Maris to 
the Promenade in Bat Galim is part 
of the project, but that may take 
some more time, “Meanwhile, peo- 
ple already enjoy the 300-metre- 
long decorated sidewalk by the sea 
in Bat Galim, surrounded by 
ic street lamps, benches and 
he snid. 

The windmill-turned-chapel is to 
be one of the areu's highlights, ac- 
cording to Plonsky, Originally built 
almost a century ago by an Alsacian 
pilgrim on the land of the nearby 
Carmelite monastery, the windmill 
was abandoned because none of the 
monks knew how to operate it. [t 
was later transformed into the 
Chapel for the Holy Family, 
Plonsky explained. According to a 
Carmelite legend, the Virgin Mary 
used to come on pilgrimage every 
year to the Carmel to visit the 
prophet Elijah. 

The chapel, in addition to Elijah's 
Cave which EFTACH is also 
renovating at the foot of the moun- 
tain, will turn the area into an im- 
portant site for tourists of all 
religions, according to Plonsky. 

EFTACH has also been busy 
refurbishing Kaiser Wilhelm's 
obelisk and making αὶ lookout point 
there, where the Kaiser himself 
stood in 1890 surveying the German 
Colony neighbourhood from afar. 
Atthat same place, in 1918, Turkish 
forces fell at the hands of Allenby's 
forces, under Brigadier-General 
Malcolm King, marking the end of 
four centuries of Otoman occupa- 
tion in the region. 

To commemorate this historical 
event, Plonsky discovered and 
brought up an old cannon which bus 
been placed near the obelisk. “We 
have already minaged to boost in- 
ternal tourism by 35 per cent in the 
past two years, and we are confident 
much more can be done.” And, 
Plonsky added optimistically, 
whether én the Carmel or down- 
town, tourists will learn that Haifa is 
more than a ride through Rehov 
Yate Nof — there ure acivities, and 
free sind reasonably priced enter- 
tainiment for all. 


RES os, LP 
The Matriarch, Rachel 


For further information, ples? 
contact Mitzpeh Rachel Guest 
House, P.0.8. 98, Jerusalem. 
91000, Tel. 02-715712, 02- 
7185041, Telex 35707, (attention - 
_Mitzpeh Rachel). 

We look forward to: welcoming, » 
youl =- ke ae cee 
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size is 


can visit and acquire a “feel” for the 
country after even a short stay of a 
week or tess, 


Ua ake st BEIT OREN Netanya Netanya 
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hone according to Scher. “The Kibbutz Guest House on Mount Carmel 84 Rooms Same 85 Rooms 
Ustry had to get geared. to — Swimming Pool : Management 

Providing the extra-special ‘treat- 8 
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‘centive trips expect for their | @ — Lecture Halls ofertas Sun-terrace 

Clients,” ὰ ee — Kosher Kitchen - Kitchenettes - , Swimming pool, synagogue,. . 

‘i . -- Reasonable Prices’ ee a gift shop reer 
or another view of inceniive tours Belt Oren, 30044 Haifa, Tel. 04-222111 Kibbutz Inns 90 Ben Yehuda, . 38 King David δὲ. Netanya ἢ patie εἰ Wetainra 

Se Rext page } sha: pues, Teh Aviv. Tel. 268161 " ᾿ te τ αὐ cn ΘῈ ἜΝ ᾿ _ "Tel. 562. 3802 - ᾿ ; 41 King Solamon St., Netanya, 
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Can’t buy 
me love 


Galina Vromen finds 
possibilitiesin Incentive Tours. 


TO GET their salesmen to sell more 

and their customers to buy more, 

large cumpunies set up incentive 

Programmes to reward their most 

ouslinding employees and clients, 

Lavish vacations have become 
one popular way of giving an often 
fux-deductible thank you to those who 
have done the most to to push up 
profits. In 1980, companies spent 
about $1.8 billion sending people off 
on incentive trips, 

“If you reward sumeone with 
money, he's likely to use it to fix his 
roof, Hf you reward him with pots 
and pans, he'll end up sticking them 
in his kitchen closet and no one will 
know ithout if, But an ull-expenses- 
paid vacition is something everyone 
is surc to notice. Nothing can beat it 
in terms of recognition and status," 
says Isracl Scher of Eden Tours and 
Travel, ἃ leader in Israel in manag- 
Ing Incentive tours, 

Between 2,000 und 3,000 people 
visit Israel each year an incentive 
trivel programmes, These trips are 
meant tv be the dream vacation of a 
lifetime, with the best of wining and 
dining, and lots of spevial treats for 
the deserving. Promoters in [srael 
argue that the country offers perfect 
combination of vxotie Mediterra- 
fean almosphere and luxury 
Western accommodations. 

Israel is uniquely equipped, they 
say, to provide Beduin evenings 
With belly-daneing in desert tents, 
kibbutz outings, dancing under the 
Slars at the ancient Roman 
amphitheatre in Caesarea and visits 
lo historic Jerusalem. 

“Companies are always on the 
look-out for new destinations, a bil 
different, a bit more exotic than 
What they've offered belore,"* 
Scher said, 


FOR THOSE who huve already of- 
fered incentives 10 Europe, the U.S. 
and the Curibbean, Israel is a new 
and untried destinution Some 
Sroups have combined Israél and 

ByPt on iin incentive trip, 

“Your future in incentives is very 
bright.” Dieter Huckesiein, general 
Manager of the Tel Aviv Hilton has 
Stid. The Hiltons in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem, the King .David Hotel 
and a number of other five-star | 
hotels have been among the most 
Popular hotels for incentive hap- 
Penings. 

Not everyone shares Huckes- 
(εἶπ᾽ 5 optimism. Shmuel Pilovsky of 
Kopel Tours believes that the incen- 
δε market in Israel is limited. 
Ά hen ἃ company offers an incen- 
Ai Vacation, it's concerned about 
the budget, and in this we can offer 
No special advantage.” 

ul other tourism veterans in 


SPACE-AGE SERVICE WITH A HUMAN TOUCH 
ISRAEL DISCOUNT BANK 


VISITORS IN ISRAEL ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME AT THE BANK’S PRINCIPAL 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE AND TOURIST BRANCHES: 


When in Tal Aviv: Head Office: 27, Yehuda Halevi Street, Tel: (03)6371 11, Tourist Canter: 16, Mapu Street, Tel: (03)247276 
Investment Advisory Center: Dizengoff Square, Tel: (03)297955 : 
Dolphinarium: Charles Ctore Park, Tel. (03)658755, Sheraton, Dan and Hilton Hotels 
When in Jerusalem: 11, Ben Yehuda Street, Tel: (02)218144,Hilton Hotel, Shopping Arcade 
When In Haifa: 47, Derech Haatzmaut, Tal: (04) 646111, Dan Carmel Hotel 
When in Netanya: 26, Kikar Zion, Tel: (053) 34746/7/8 
and at Ben-Gurion Airport, Terminat Building. Lod 


wf 


el say that the country's small 
an advantage because a group 


Enjoy The Facilities Provided By Topaz Hotel, 


Beit Ami Hotel, _ 


h companies sponsoring — Kibbutz Excursions All rooms airconditioned, with bath and phone 


“Tel. 0863-91222 | 
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PVE JUST finished travelling with 
an Incentive Tour, That's quile an 
interesting idea, and I'd never heard 
of it befure. Incentives are at wal lor 
a COMPANY fo eheourage salesmen 
to sell more of whatever it is the 
company produces. If you go over a 
certain quota, then you have a eer- 
tain nember of bonus points, which 
RICANS access to ἢ cAtMtOgUE Of gifts, 
ora trip to Fhuwaii —- or aweek in 
Isracl, 

Apparently incentives are com- 
mon endugh and accepuble 
(hroughout the commercial world, I 
Was astonished at the size aad πῆμα 
Of incentive companies -- not the 
company selling the product, but 
whole gigantic corporations, whose 
function is to organize incentives, ta 
write and print und distribute gift 
eatalugues and stock the merchan- 
dise, to work up the tours, packages 
and hotels for the trips abroud, and 
heavens knows what else. | don't 
have figures, but it's a very big 
business in America, 

Ta my group, members were 
cuttera deitters, and their incentive 
was offered by one of the camer 
companies. So if you have a shop 
full of cumeras, Nikon, Pentax, 
Cunen, Viv Mamiya and 
Minoltt, and it you sell a dot ol, s1y, 
Vivitar, then the Vivitur eurperation 
will give you an incentive bonus - - 
in this cive ἢ trip to [sritel. 

So fir su good. Or is {81 hegan to 
have my doubts. ΕΓ you are selling 
une product from one conpiny, 
like life insurance or Ford curs, and 
the company wants tu encourage 
you to cell, then it's OK to have 
bonus puinis, gifts and incentives, 
But if you have a shop ruil of dif- 
ferent products, and you, the 
silesman, have to advise the 
customer, then the moral aspects of 
the situation are less clear. 

You've got a dozen different 
brands of cameras und lenses in the 
store. and sumeone comes in to buy. 
Is your motivation now to sell him 
what he needs, can afford, and suits 
his purpose, or is it to pet a free lip 
to Tstael? ΠῚ Vivitar offers a {rip τὸ 
Israel. maybe Pentay will send you 
tu Japan. Maybe Mamiya has a bet- 
ter gift calalogue or Canon vill help 
you pay the mortguge. With so 
much private calculating going on 
in the back of the salesman’s mind, 
has he got time to worry about the 
customer!? And he, poor devil, is 
the one who pays for it all, 

There is not much sense in 
pushing this argument too far. | 
never did know much about the 
commercial world, and maybe these 
thoughts reflect. my own nuiveté 
more than areal problem. That's all 
business, and my thing is guiding 
tourists. You know — walking the 
land, history, archeology aad all 
that. Wrong again, Walter. The 
guides are in a commercial siua- 
tion, right in the middle of it, only 
playing a game they don't under- 
stand by strange rules. 


IF MY SERVICES for this Incen- 
tive Group cost, say $150, the travet 
agent in New York has already bil- 
ted the customez $175 or 5200, The 
local agent has taken his conmis- 
sion, net less thun 20 per cent, 
which is highway cobhery. When 
the travel agent gave the work toa 
driver-guides’ cooperative, of Which 
I used to be a member, and they 
gave the work lo me because ail 
their own men were busy, then the 
cooperiive tovk another five per 
cent commission, nnd 1 ended up 
working for 74 per cent of my wage. 

And why not? Travel agents 
operw'e uw commercial proposition, 
and lit¢ on cummissions, There's no 
huw or control over how much they 
charge, especially to guides who are 
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dependent on them for employ- 
ment. Su they try to pay as little as 
possible — and why not? It's com- 
Merci: propusition, 

[ have been given lists of ap- 
Proved restaurants by travel agents, 
with instructions to sign the owner 
on a form when I go in there with 
my tourists to eat. That way the 
travel agent can get his commission. 
Why not? It's a commercial 
Proposition. Travel agents live on 
commissions — from the airlines, 
car rental firms, restaurants and 
shops, So why not on the guides, 
tuo? 

T have been given a list of agent- 
approved shops, with instructions 
that I am to take my group shopping 
only at these places, and to tell the 
agent when I've done so, 

The agent calls the shop, tells 
them a bus-load of his is coming, 


and the shop pays the agent $200 for- 


the service, whether or not the 
tourists buy anything, It's a com- 
mercial proposition. 

But they are not the only group 
making money on tourism, Travel- 
ling through the North recently, | 
discovered that they're charging 
money to get to Gamla. The word is 
that Banias is next, We have already 
discovered thal it costs a lot of 
money to go to Hammat Gader 
hecause of the famous alligators. 

All over the country, the turn- 
stiles are going up, and someone is 
collecting money, I'm 41} right, 
because I get into afi these places 
for free. My tourists don't mind, 
because in dollar terms it's not real 
ly going to make any difference if 
you add another 525 entrance fees 
to the cost of the tour, But did 
anyone make a calculation how 
much it would cost an average 
Istacii who loves his country and 
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Carry that weigh 


Tour guide Walter Zanger finds himself in a very strange profession. 


Wants 1 travel, to take his wife and 
2.73 kids ta Masada? 

Or, let's try another idea, We 
Wanl to go on vacalion, away from 
Jerusalem. So, fet’s book in at a 
super place like the guest house at 
Gesher Ha-Ziv, and go touring. 
Rosh Hanikra costs money (you 
can’t even walk down, like we used 
to do; they've destroyed the Path). 
The Crusader city in Acre costs 
money. Acre jail costs money. The 
museum at Kibbutz Lohamei 
Hageta'ot, Megiddo, Beit Shearim, 
the museums of Haifa — they all 
cost money. So, what's left for the- 
poor Israeli who loves his country 
but can’t afford entrance fees? 

He can walk to the Montfort cas- 
We (the turnstile manufacturers 
haven't discovered that one yet), 
see the panorama on the top of the 
Carmel, visit the Bahai gardens and 
take ἃ tour of the Dagon silo and 
archeology collection, 

Between the National Parks 
Authority, the Nature Reserves 
Authority, the various local coun- 
cils, the kibbutzim and their 
national programme of tourist site 
development, the municipal cor- 
Porutions, private, public, and semi- 
public bodies, the churches 
(although, to their credit, the 
churches charge only nominal 
entrance fees), synagogues, even 
Hadassah Hospital — everyone 
wants to get into the act, and they're 
all charging me money to visit my 
country. The government, whose 
job should be to keep the State of 
Israel accessible to the people of 

Isracl, not only doesn't ban the 
turnstiles, but encourages them. 
Slowly but surely, the country is be- 
ing Fenced off by the turnstile peor 
ple. Everyone is making money, 
even the guide. 
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The guide? Yeah, the pay's not 
bad. You can make $150 a day on 
the car, or $62 a day on τι bus, 
Provided you aren't dependant on 
unscrupulous agenis. On the cur 20 
Per cent comes off before you start, 
with every travel agent. On the bus, 
the honest agents pay full rates. The 
Ones making money pay less, a lot 
less. For those reduced to the 
lowest ranks of desperation, there's 
always work at the Jewish Agency, 
for $44 (payable five months late). 
But the agent is no fool. He knows 
the guides make extra money, on 
tips and shopping, and that there 
are always more guides thun jobs, 
So why pay more than he has to? He 
is, after all, a commercial proposi- 
tion. And the guide has to compete 
as well 88 he can, With luck, and a 
big family in America, you can 
Sometimes swing: it that your 
employment comes directly from 
Overseas, without the active in- 
tervention of local agents. Then you 
can work like a human being, make 
a lot of money, honestly, without 
becoming a flunky, hassling for tips 
Or a gonnif taking commissions un- 
der the table. Or you can be so ex- 
Perienced and famous that the work 
comes in on your own terms, 

But who's in that-position? Haw 
many guides can afford the luxury 
of turning down work? You'd better 
work when it’s offered, because 
fext month might be dry, and at the 
end of the year if you got 175-200 
days guiding, you did a lot. 

Al least the guide is betier off 
than the bus driver (everybody's bet- 
ter off than a bus driver). Unless 
he's a member of Egged, the bus 
driver will have a hard lime paying 
the grocery bill if he doesn't make 
substantial amounts in tips and 
commissions. 1 know of few other 

a. x 


groups so consistently screwed by : 


their employers and so littte able to 
defend themselves (becuuse they're 
So easy to replace). Maybe they're 
pulling my Jeg, but [ never worked 
with « bus driver (apart from 
members of Epged/Dan) who didn't 
cry over money. Bus companies 
know the driver is going to make 
tips und commissions, so why pay 
him anything like a normal salary? 

The guide is better off: $62 4 day 
is not bad, if you can get it, and get 
enough of it. But there the parly 
stops, becuuse while everyone else 
is making money, the travel agents, 
hotels, churches, renl-a-cars, 
government bodies, kibbutzim, 
Hadassah Hospital, etc., the guide is 
special. He's taken a two-year long 
course, He's a teacher, a profes- 
sional. And, by world standards, a 
good one too. But guides may not 
be commercial, by luw. Guides are 
forbidden to advertise (like doctors 
and dentists and lawyers — they’re 
fancy company). They are forbid- 
den to take commissions from 
shops, hotels, or airlines. While the 
Ministry of Tourism has written to 
me that it will not interfere in the 
matter of commissions between 
agent and guide, it will, and has, in- 
terfered violently in enforcing the 
ban on shopping. As well it should, 
in my opinion. 

All right, don't shop. 11's illegal. 
And what about tips? A $1% per 
person per day ona bus of 45 people 
for cight days comes out to alot of 
money. Unless you're αὶ frier, you 
don’t even have to declare it to in- 
come tax. 

What does this matter of tipping 
do for the guide's self-esteem, or for 
the relationship between him and 
his tourists? It can’t be that [τὰ the 
only one who's bethered by this. 1f 
you went to Masada with Prof. 
Yadin, or to Gamta with Shmaryahu 
Gutman, and you had a beautiful 
and interesting and moving and in- 
spiring trip, woutd you give them a 
lip? Do you tip the lady yho teaches 
your kids in Sth grade? Do you tip u 
teacher the same us you tip adoor- 
man, driver, bell-boy, wailer or 
porter? Do you tip your lawyer, 
doctor, dentist or accountant? The 
whole thing's cockeyed. The guide 
is expected to be professional rit-d- 
vis the tourist, commercial vis-a-vis 
the agent, and a tsadik compared to 
the rest of the tourism industry. 


IT 1S a very strange situation, and a 
very rec profession indeed. In 
my opinion, the-present situation is 
unstable and unheulthy. The status 
yuo cneourages law-breaking 
maybe even compels it. The first 
course of action is clearly a strong 
professionul organization of guides. 
With a good union, aggressive 
leadership and tough bargaining, 5ε 
might get to a uniform wage for al 
guides, for a limit to commissions 
payable, and fair distribution Οἱ 
work, I believe that the whole in- 
dustry would benefit from such an 
organization, and wish good luck to 
those working on the matter. 

T believe it's time for the gover” 
ment, that is the Ministry © 
Tourism, to get its own act together. 
Now that we have our own depot 
again maybe the ministry can τ 
some decisions, Are we pr ke 
sional, or commercial? May wet 
commmissions? Then why must we 
pay them? May we advertise? May 
we charge as much 88 we can get, 
and work for as much as we're Η 
fered? What are the limits of 3 
guide’s responsibility to his trav 


agent, and vice versa? How long 00 - 


we have to-wait before we get 

for work done? And so on and 80 
on. It’s time for some decisions, an¢ 
some honest talking. 
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MAY-TAL 


From the moment 


your EUROCARD/ MasterCard to open 


you arrive in Israel, use 


thousands of doors for you at shops, 


department stores, 
agencies, the best 


restaurants, car rental . 


hotels and entertainment centers. 


With your EUROCARD/ MasterCard you'll discover 
another beautiful side of israel. Have a good time. 


EUROCARD 
_MasterCar 


N’T 


4 Spend 4-6 sun-drenched weeks in ISRAEL 
4. = Teur and experience the ontire length and breadth 
of ISRAEL | 


4 = Absorb the culture, tradition and spint of ISRAEL 


DO COME — AND WE PROMISE YOU THE TIME OF Ι 


YOUR LIFE! ! 

If you are between tha 8008 of 16 and 22. I 
Contact your Youth and Hachalutz Dept. represontetive for information 
JERUSALEM: PO 92. Jeruyalem Tal 02-226111 I 
NEW YORK: AZYF. 515 Park Avo. Nuw York. NY 10022 i 

Tul 212-752-0600 

MONTHEAL: 1310. Greene Ave, Mantroal, Canada Tul §14-934-0804 
LONDON: 


Balfour Hausy, 741 High Road, Finchluy, London N 12 | 


Tol 011-446-1477 
ΒΜ SE CO, DN ΒΒ OS Se ae -»»ῳὦ....ὕ..-ὄ 


MEDICAL 
COSM BT IC LAN rome 


madonala Munich 


Oiptema Sculo Cusmatce Ir 


Diagnosrs and medical traatment 
for oll types of skin. 
Medical massage. 
Medical pedicure. 
Shmming by means of special method 
for localised weight reducing. 
| Makeup and professional cosmetic counselling. 


Michal EVRON 
5a Alroy St., Jerusalem, Tel. 02-690881 
Please arrange appointment in advance. 


HOTEL ASTAR 


Makes you feel at Home (With some improvement...) 
Breakfast - Daily frosh baked cakes, rolls, 
and buns at our own bakery. Nice comfortable rooms 


Reasonable prices, Each room with: 


ν 


“This is the best book of 
walking tours in the world” 
Marty’s Mother 


The tour book you've been 
waiting for. 

Based on the touring ax- 
periences of thousands. Writ- 
ten by Marty lIsaace (Social 
Director of one of Jerusalem's 
leading hotels) in the fresh 
spirit of an overwhelming par- 
sonal experiance. 


MARTY'S WALKING 
TOURS IN BIBLICAL 
JERUSALEM 


The Mt. of Olives and Kidron 
Valloy, Tho City of David and | 
Hezeklah's Tunnel. 


SPECIAL tu toakes ot 
Tet=b a iS 75.50 


psu ered pratage Inchajod 


Aifconditioning, bathroom and telephone 
Thrao stars *** 
Naharia, 27 Gaaton ave, Tel, 923431 


To: The Jerusalem Post, : 
P.O.B, 81, 91000 
Jerusalem. 


cheque for 1S 75.60 
Also from offices of the 
Jerusalem Post in Jorusalem, 
Tol Aviv and Haifa. or post 
[τῦ8 to anywhere in the world. 


ADDRESS 


PAGE TWENTY 


COME TO ISRAEL... | 


IF YOU WANT TO LOSE THE UNIQUE CHANCE TO Ι 


Plonse sand me Marty's 
Walking Tours in Biblical 
Jerusalem. Enclosed is my 


Only a 


SPEND a week or two in Galilee. 
Don't bother seeing Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv or Eilat. Does it sound far 
fetched? It may not, in a few years 
fram now. 

AL leust that's whut Dov Eshkol, 
director general of the Upper 
Gulilee und Golan Tourist Develop- 
ment Associution, thinks. Eshkol, 
known us “Bebale,” for many yeurs 
managed the Ayelet Hushahar guest 
house. Εἰ is the kibbutz guest houses 
that have shown us that Israel can 
provide modestly priced facilities, 
with a high standard. 

Eshkol was « pioneer in refuting 
Ben-Gurion’s dictum that Jews will 
not serve. The guest houses provide 


warm hospitulity, in a homey at- 


mosphere, In an interview wilh The 


Jerusalem Post, Eshkol pointed out 
that with the return of Sinui 10 the 


Egyptians, more tourists, both 
foreigners and Isruelis, can be ex- 
pected to come north. 

But tourism does not develop by 
itself, For one thing, in Galilee to- 
day, there are not even the roads 
that could handle increased traffic 
in tourists. The developers don't 


just want cars and buses — they 


want an airport, perhaps capable of 
handling charters from abroad: they. 
want adequate telephone and 
telegraph connections; hiking 
facilities and bike trails. 

Galilee has forests and lakes, 
water birds, plants and animals not 
found elsewhere. in a few hours, 
one can go from hot baths to snowy 
mountains, not to speak of anti- 
quities, history and holy sites. 

Nothing must be overlooked, 
Eshkol said. The tomb of the 
Talmudic sage, Honi Hama'agal, is 
Tepuled to bring about miracle 
cures. Eshkol himself has met whole 
families camping out there, either to 
pray at the tomb, or in fulfilment of 
ἃ vow made if a cure was effected. 
He would beautify the site and 
improve the facilities for those who 
come there. 


AN IMPORTANT part of the plan is 
Popular accommodation, for both 
local people and tourists. One 
camping site is to be erected near ἃ 
large reservoir planned for the 
Huleh, others for the north-east 
) shore of Lake Kinneret. 
“For Safed, which despite its 
beautiful atmosphere remains a 
weuk. point in Galilee tourism, 
Eshkol would like to find afew large 
hotet chains willing to move into the 
town. Thefy he suid, the smaller es- 
lablishments\would either have to 
pull themselve$,together, becoming 
lamily-style hotélg of a high stan- 
dard, of they will have to clase. 
He pointed out (Rat in the Past, 
Tiberias was considered a weak 
point, but that now it has begun to 
be lively. Much of the credit, he 
fell, shoutd go lo the Tiberias Plaza 
and Galei Kinneret Hotels. 
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One item that would be of im- 
meusuruble aid, he felt, would be 
passage of Tourism Minister 
Avraham Sharir’s holiday law, 
which would exempt from taxes 
payments made by employers for 
workers’ holidays in Israel. Such a 
law might hurt a few of the travel 
agents who make their living by 
sending Israelis abroad, Eshkol said 
ironically, but it would help Israelis 
stay at local resorts which are now 
oflen too expensive for them. 

Paradoxically, although Eshkol 
was eloquent about the beauties of 
Galilee, the warm, comfortable din- 
ing room and lobby of the Ayelet 
Hashahar guest house in which we 
were sitting bore no sign that only a 
few kilometres uway is the Huleh 
Nature Reserve, one of the 
country’s major nature spots. Nor is 
i easy to get to that reserve, A 
small, easily overlooked sign is the 
only indication to drivers, and for 
those taking public buses, there is a 
three kilometre walk to the 
entrance. 


ONCE in the reserve, we found 
ourselves in a large eucalyptus 
grove. The trees towered above us 
and Eitan Guzman, director of the 
reserve, told us that they were 
planted 80 or 90 years ago by Jewish 
setilers in the area. 

Even before we were to see the 
reserve, we wenl back to the road to 
a point above it where we could 
take in the sweeping view. The 
point, known as Keren Haftali, can 
be reached by taking the road to 
Nebi Yusha and turning on to a dirt 
track afler about two kilometres, 

From here we could see the 
hardened streams of lava that once 
flowed down from the Golan, trapp- 

-ing earth below them. Also clearly 
visible was the Huleh basin, drained 
in the early 1950s. Guzman spoke 
with regret about the draining of the 
Huleh: now, we know that the 
swamp served to purify the water 
flowing into the Jordan, but there 
were other considerations in those 
days and it is now too late to go 
back, 

Curiously, however, part of the 
Hutch valley is now being made into 
a large purification reservoir, sery- 
ing the functions that were once 
carried out naturally by the swamp. 
The reservoir too will be part cf the 
area’s tourism plan, with acamping 
site alongside. it, 

The reserve is a 3,100 dunam 
tract, all that remains of the 63,000 
dunams of swamp. Some of the 
birds and animals and vegetation 
have disappeared, Guzman said, but 


other species have been saved. Not ἡ 


only the: reserve, but the sur- 
Founding fish’ ponds; are filled with 


birds, some of them migrants: and | 


others more permanent inhabitants, 


Localed between the sea and the’ 


desert, on the major’ route: from 


CONFERENCE. 


(Teddy Kandel) 


Europe to Africa, Israel attracts a 
myriad of birds every spring and 
autumn and many end up staying 
for the winter. Naturally, the 
farmers are not as enthusiastic 
ubout this as the nature lovers and 
bird watchers, 

Speaking of bird watchers, 
Guzman pointed out'that this con- 
stituted a major untapped source of 
tourism to Israel, and Gulilee in par- 
ticular. One birdwatchers’ organiza- 
tion in England alone has 250,000 
members. 

The reserve’ is a bird walchers 
Parudise, with an enclosed tower 
with narrow slit windows at one 
point of the two kilometre trail. 
Binoculars are also available for a 
nominal fee. Further along the trail 
is a long bridge, spanning a shallow 
lake, complete with straw blinds to 
hide the observers from the birds. 

We saw a pair of pelicans sunning 
themselves by the luke shore. The 
tree stumps in the centre of the luke 
were studded with cormorants dry- 
ing their feathers. Guzman ex- 
plained that cormorants are the 
only kind of water bird that do pot 
have oil glinds to waterproof their 
feathers. 

Ducks and cools abounded and 
even Guzman found himself leafing 
through his bird book to identify 
them. Meanwhile, in the water 
below, we could make out the fish. 
Enormous calfish swam by, just 
beneath the water's surface. 

Catfish have tungs and can sur- 
vive for hours at a time in the mud, 
making them perfect swamp 
creatures. They have even been 
known to snap off the head of an in- 
quisitive duck, Guzman told me. 

Some birds, like the osprey, are 
very rare in Europe. Others are 
common there and a rare sight here. 
In the distance, we could hear the 
bellows of the jamoos, the water 
buffalo brought by Beduin from 
Egypt about 1,500 years ago. Since 
then, the jamoos have run wild. 
After the Huleh was drained, it was 
thought that they had died oul. Bul 

asmall herd was found at the source 
of the Jordan in 1967 and brought to 
the reserve. 

Great lumbering beasts of a halfa 
ton each, they can slither with 
agility under fences. In the reserve 
they are used to crop the large 
vegetation to allow other smaller 

lants to grow. - 
z Here, topic vegetation and thet 
from northern climes grow freely in 
a unique mixture, At one point, 
saw European yellow irises at 


Egyptian papyrus plants growing - 


‘side by side. 


Though there are signposts and - 


pictures of birds, and for some the 


reserve may be a pleasant ee 
perience without identifying the | 


species, there are guided tours for 


groups by arrangement and in-.- ~ 


dividuals at set times. : 
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NEVE ILAN, a small communal 


settlement 15 minutes’ drive from 
Jerusalem, plans to open its new 
guest house this September offering 
the tourist “something exira that 
money can't buy," according to its 
owners, who also happen to be the 
people who serve the meals and 
clean the rooms. 

Something extra in the way of 
luxury? Not really, says Boston- 
born sales manager Rachet 
Goldberg. The guest house will be 
“extremely comfortable,” she says, 
“with carpeted rooms, a fireplace in 
the coffee shop, a heated swimming 
pool which will be enclosed in the 
winter, a full-time restaurant. But 
all this the tourist has a right to ex- 
pect for his money, even on the 
thrifty three-star level." 

Goldberg adds that guests will not 
be expected to tip anyone, “and the 
prices at the bar and coffee shop are 
not designed to solve Israel's 
national debt," 


Kosher Restaurant — Headed by a 
chef serving delightful meals, 
Organising family occasions 


— Beautiful rooms equipped with 


CARLTON HOTEL — 
Nahariya, 23 Haga’aton Blvd. Tal: 
Tix 46229 IL. 


MAKE YOUR 
A REAL EXPERIENCE 


Sxploraton of Isreai. Nave Ilan is a uniq 
where your friendly hosts will be settlers fr 


* Store. Synagogue, laundry, cultural acti 
* Special arrangements for groups 
-* 15 minutes’ drive from Jerusalem: 20 
% From $200 por week Par cottage 


% Restaurant 
ἈΞ Heated swimming pool — covered in 


Nof Hotel ᾿. ΄. 


04-8873) 


Class and Style at Nahariya’s finest Hotel 


Carlton (ὑπ 


Carlton Hotel does everything to please you: 


— Bar, night club, piano bar, orchestra and a singer 


The Neve lian Family Vacation Centre is the ideal base for 8 personalized 


of the world. as well as native-born Israel. 
* Furnished 6-room duplex cottages {6 beds) 


***NEW GUEST HOUSE — opening in September " 


% Rooms and suites. in addition to cottages 


The Family Vacation Cantra 
Neve Ilan, D.N. Haral Yehuda, 90860, Jerze! 
Tel. 02-638224 


The Only Two 4 Star Hotels 
‘Mount Carmel. - 
το Hoifa 

: ~~ Shulamit Hotel 


Come to us for'comfortable accommodati 
and a-home-like atm 


Love in the open air 


Take a break next September at Neve llan’s 
guest house, Richard Steiner suggests. 


Then what is that something ex- 
tra? The members of Neve Jlan — 
who hail from America, South 
Africa, Europe, and Israel — have 
firm views on the subject which 
Seem to be part of the business 
philosophy of their scenic, kibbutz- 
like community“: 

“The tourist in Istacl," says 
Goldberg, “should be offered not 
just a place to eat and sleep, but an 
experience in Israeli living: social 
activities shared with the members; 
achance for the individual tourist to 
meet, on ἃ one-to-one basis, with 
Israelis who speak their language; 
an Opportunity Lo get to know Israel 
by rambling through the local 


Π international 


colour T,V. 


04-922211 


NEXT TRIP 
IN ISRAELI LIVING: 


lve communal village in the Judean Hills, 
om America, South Afrrca. and other paris 


ivitias 


minutes from Ben-Gurion Airport 


winter 


. 04-242811 . " 


On, 


history-packed Countryside, with 
the option of hiring one of Neve 
Han’s licensed guides.” 

As the settlement has no hired 
labour, everyone here is a host- 
owner, A waiter may be the 
manager of the community's 
electronics plant, and the woman 
who cleans the rooms may be a 
math teacher in the local clemen- 
tary school. 


THE COMMUNITY is small, about 
50 families, and almost everyone is 
involved in the new Buest house 
project. Moreover, their confidence 
about being able to deliver the 
goods is based on more than the 


ISRAEL 
HILTONS 


enthusiasm of amateurs. For the 
past five years, the members have 
been operating a vucalion centre 
consisting of three-bedroom cot- 
tages for families wanting the flex- 
ibility and low-cost of a self-catered 
holiday, as well as for smal! groups 
of tourists. 

The new gueat facility, declares 
its manager, Tsur Shefi, will con- 
tinue to offer the. “self-catering op- 


tion” to families in cattnges, suites * 


and single rooms cquipped with 
kitcheneltes, but it will also have a 
three-star, 80-room house for 
groups and individuals, with full 
calering services, 

Shefi, a 32-year-old Israeli, ex- 
udes optimism although he is aware 
of the risk involved in such an in- 
vestment at a time when tourism in 
Isracl is on the decrease, Despite 
the present low hotel availability 
and occupancy level in the Judean 
hills region, Shefi estimates that 


‘there will be an increase of aboul 


1,000 hotel rooms in the near future. 

“Jerusalem itself is more accessi- 
ble and nearer than ever before 
since public transport has greatly 
Improved in the past yeur,” Sheft 
Says. “And the kibbutz and moshay 
guest houses in the Jerusalem Cor- 
ridor intend to add their own bus 
Shuttle service for their guesisn:- | 

Moreovernhe plaims, the Judean 
hills area is becoming better known 
to tourists, with its breathtaking 
views and archeological, historical 
and religious sites. 

When asked if the beauty of the 
urea will not be spoiled by the con- 
struction of the new guest facility, 
Shefi didn't answer but took us to 
See the new site, adjacent to the: 
members" homes, The hotel forms a 
low semi-circle below the crest of a 
wooded hill. To the west is a vast 
Panoramic view of the aoastal plain 
and the Medilerrunean; on. the 
other side are the Judesn hills. The 
skyline is clearly unmarred. 


Industries: 


“Haaretz.” 


the clock. 


country. 


Givat Ram, 


AGAIN 


The first in public opinion polls. The only 
hotels to win three out of three prizes offered 
“In the tourist category of Israel's consumer 


The Best Service 1982, under the euspices 
of “Yedioth Aharonot.” 

The Best Buy 1982, “Mabat™ survey. 

The Best Business, under the auspices of tha 


Ministry οἵ Trade and Industry and 


Best room accommedations. 


Best restaurant facilities and service around 
Best recreation facilities. 


Best in-house entertainmant. 


Bast Executive Business Services in Israel. 


Best banquet services with meticulous 
_Gltention to detail. 


Best and largest convention facilities in the 


Tal Aviv Hilton and Jerusalem Hilion — 
: consistently firet becausa wa give the public ᾿ 
. 8verything and more than it @xpects from 
. luxury hotels. Ha ae 
After all... We're still the bast, ane 


μι. 0 οὶ Av Hilton 

: Independence Park, Tel-Aviv ᾿ 
τον Talaphone: 03-244222 Pee 
. Jerusalem Hilton - . 
Jerusateri 


Telephone: 02-536161 -᾿ 
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